
Meeting of Secretariat 
Mayo Public Participation Network (Mayo PPN) 

Board Room, Mayo County Council, Cedar House, Moneen, Mayo 
Wednesday 15th April 2019 – 7pm  

 
 Minutes 

 
1. Welcome and Apologies:  

John Tonra welcomed everyone to the meeting including Síofra Kilcullen, Head of Communication, Mayo 
County Council.  

Present: John Tonra, Ben Ryan, Teresa Carney, Brendan Sammon Caroline Goucher,  
 Apologies:  Daragh Owens, Sharon Horkan, Alan Murphy. 
 In attendance: Mary Costello, Paula Geraghty, Síofra Kilcullen 
 

2. Síofra gave an update on the Oweninny Election and complemented the Secretariat on the way in which 
the election was conducted. Having 90 people participating in the election it was evident of Mayo PPN 
and Mayo County Council working together in collaboration. It was suggested that an election sub-
committee be established with the up-coming elections on to all committees in 2019. The RW to email 
Secretariat members seek nominations to form an election sub-committee. It was noted there are two 
clauses’ in the constitution that contradict one another that needs to be amended. 

 
3a. Ratification of 2 reps to the Board of Oweninny Windfarm Benefit Fund.  

Lorraine Mc Dermott – Ballina MD 
Michael B Rowland – West Mayo MD 
Both reps ratified by Secretariat members. 
 

3. Minutes from 20th March & matters arising  
 

4. AOB:  

• Brendan Sammon requests to bring up under AOB the issue on the Older Peoples Council.  

• Approval of Secretariat minutes of 20th March 2019 – Ben Ryan questioned Item No 5 
regarding new registration and where it states the Resource worker approves the 
registration. After a discussion it was suggested the Resource Worker emails the new 
registrations to the Secretariat for approval. Mandatory fields and a declaration to be 
included in the new registration form. 

• Teresa Carney highlighted the issue of the Citizens Information Centre no longer been a 
Mayo Centre and is now a Regional Office. It was originally the local board of CIC, now it’s a 
regional structure. It was declared at the Secretariat meeting and suggested the CIC re-
register as South Connaught CIC. RW to print the old registration form of CIC from Salesforce 
for file.  

 
5. Municipal Districts Meetings/PPN Elections to committees 

A discussion took place around the MD’s meetings it was decided it hold a meeting in each MD. Again, it 
was suggested that an election sub-committee be established. RW to email Secretariat members seek 
nominations. 
Caroline Goucher questioned if the Secretariat members are stepping down or going for re-election.  It 
was agreed by the Secretariat members to ensure that Mayo PPN Secretariat is operating in line with its 
constitution any member who has served for a period of 3 years or more are requested to confirm if they 
intend to: 

1. Retire their seats on the Secretariat  
or 

2. Retire their seat and seek re-election to the Secretariat  
RW to email Secretariat members for nominations.  



RW to email details to Secretariat to reflect this action. 
 

6. Additional resources for PPN’s - Support Worker 
The new Support Worker has started today, Emma Walsh.  She will attend the next Secretariat meeting. 
 
7. Mayo Environmental Network 
Caroline Goucher gave an update on the Environmental Network. The IEN are rolling out the Local 
Environment Network. An SPC has been created for Climate Action.  

• A request was sought to approve the creation of a new Environmental linkage group. Secretariat 
agreed.  

• A request for a revised form or special single form to go to the membership to form a County 
Linkage Group. Secretariat agreed.  

 
8. Freedom of Information Requests 

      1. Freedom of Information request received from Paul Rowland:  
The names and contact details of all organisations that joined the Mayo PPN since Nov 1st, 2018 until the 
present day. Due to data protection Mayo PPN cannot release the names and contact details of 
organisation registered with the PPN. Information on groups registered with Mayo PPN can been 
obtained via the website.  
2. Ben advised the meeting the PPN are obliged to have the Plenary minutes on the website. If the 
request is sought for the Secretariat minutes, it must be done under a FOI request. RW is to seek 
clarification to the recent request for minutes of meetings. 
 
1. Access to Salesforce 
Paula Geraghty informed the meeting the Departments line is access to Salesforce is for the Resource 
Worker and the Support Worker. A circular will be issued from the Department and will be emailed to the 
Secretariat members. 
 

 AOB 
 It was suggested to have a Secretariat Rep on the Older People Council. Place as item in next agenda. 

Brendan Sammon announced he is to retire from the Secretariat. Ben Ryan purposed a vote of thanks on 
behalf of the Secretariat to Brendan for his dedication to the PPN over the years. Paula Geraghty 
concurred with this in thanks to Brendan.  
 

Meeting concluded at 9.10pm  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 


