
Meeting of Secretariat - Mayo Public Participation Network (Mayo PPN)  
Virtual Meeting via Teams   

  
Wed 23rd March 2021 – 7pm  

  
  

Minutes  
  

1. Welcome and Apologies:  
Present:  Edith Geraghty, Darragh Owens, Maureen Timlin, Mary G Duffy, Kieran Joyce, 
Mary McHugh Murphy, Margaret Kenny Upton. 
Apologies:  Catriona Cunniffe  
In attendance: R/W Mary Costello, S/W Audrey Burke, Co Council Liaison Officer Maura 
Murphy.  
  
Convenor, Mary G Duffy, welcomed everyone to the meeting especially the new members.  
 

2. AOB:  
Edith sought clarification on why convenor is listed as an agenda item. It was already 
decided at a previous Secretariat meeting, Maureen Timlin would be the incoming 
convenor. 
 
Edith suggested a sub-committee be set up to review the constitution. The PPN have 
over 1,000 community groups and it will be impossible to reach the quorum we need 
for Plenary meeting going forward.  
 
Daragh asked for the finance update to be moved to after minutes. Nationally the 
Council Liaison Officer attends the Secretariat meetings to present the finance 
update and then leaves the Secretariat meeting. He said this issue was brought up at 
a National PPN Secretariat meeting. 
It was suggested Maura present the Finance update and leave the meeting. 
Proposed by: Edith and seconded by Daragh. 

  
3. Introduction - New Secretariat Members  

Mary G welcomed the new Secretariat members and asked for a short introduction 
from all present at the meeting. 
R/W, Mary Costello welcomed the new members to the Secretariat Committee. The 
PPN handbook and a training presentation was emailed to all member prior to the 
meeting. A training session can be facilitated if new members request a need.  
 

4. Minutes from meetings – 20th January 2021. 
Minutes were purposed by Edith Geraghty and seconded by Darragh Owens.  

 
5. Finances.  

Maura gave an update on financial report. Training will be the biggest expense in the 
first half to 2021.  
DRCD is granting PPNs the opportunity in respect of the upcoming funding tranche 

to present a case whereby funding received in 2020 that was budgeted to support a 

specific piece of work that was delayed into 2021 can be carried forward and will be 

outside the reconciliation exercise. In order to present their case, PPNs will need to 

provide a copy of a signed 2020 workplan featuring the activities in question.  

 



Edith requested that once figures are finalised that they be circulated to the 
Secretariat. Maura agreed to circulate the figures when finalised. Following the 
financial update Maura was informed she could leave the meeting.  

 

6. Report on elections to Secretariat Committee and LCDC. 
R/W Mary Costello updated the committee: Six new PPN reps elected to Mayo PPN 
Secretariat Committee and this brings the number to 13. There is one outstanding 
Environmental rep vacancy on the Secretariat Committee. No nominations were put 
forward for this seat in the most recent elections held in Feb/March 2021. 
The remaining vacancy on the LCDC is complete. There is a total of 18 reps on 
Council Committees plus 13 reps on the Secretariat committee.  
The nomination/election process takes a timespan from January 25th to March 4th  
and involves a large piece of work for the PPN office.  
Convenor Mary G was present for the counting of votes with, Mary Costello, Audrey 
Burke and Maura Murphy. 
Mary G complimented the PPN office on the nomination and election process. 
 
Daragh made the point that 18 PPN reps on Council committees is low. This is the 
feedback form engaging with other members on at the National Secretariat Network.  
He suggested the PPN request extra reps on the committees.   
After a discussion it was decided to draft a letter to the Chair of the committees that 
have only one PPN rep.  
Proposed by: Darragh and seconded by Maureen. 

 
Edith brought it to the attention of the Committee, after reading through the recently 
published PPN handbook, the Secretariat owed the PPN team and Mayo Co Council 
an apology for not having set up quarterly meetings with Mayo Co Council Liaison 
Officer. This is to facilitate a report on the PPN workplan.  It was agreed the meetings 
between Mayo PPN and Mayo County Council should take place quarterly as 
outlined by the Department Guidelines. 
 
R/W Mary Costello asked for clarification on meetings with the Council Liaison Officer 
as they presently meet on a weekly/fortnightly basis for work PPN updates. 
The committee agreed as per the Department Handbook the PPN team will report 
PPN work to the Secretariat Committee. Going forward quarterly meetings will be 
arranged between the County Council Liaison Officer, Convenors of Secretariat 
Committee and Resource Worker.   
The Secretariat Committee appreciate the good working relationship Mayo PPN have 
with Mayo County Council and look forward to continuing this.  
Proposed by: Edith Geraghty and seconded by Mary G Duffy.  
 

7. Update on PPN Training/meetings 
The training tenders are complete, and tenders granted. Mayo PPN will run a suite 
of training courses for PPN community groups to start in April. Advertisements are 
ready to go. 
 
Mayo PPN are being used as the vehicle by various Departments to circulate 
information, webinars and town plans.  Eirgrid use the PPN to share information and 
deliver webinars. Mayo County Council circulated information and details of town 
plans via the PPN.  
 
R/W Mary Costello gave an update on meetings the PPN are requested to attend:  
A presentation to Mayo Mens Shed, attended Mayo Social Inclusion Committee 
meeting, Disability Federation meeting and Comhairle Na nOg meetings.  



 

8. Survey to PPN Reps on Committees (National Resource Workers) 
A survey has been circulated nationally by Resource Workers to all PPN Reps on 
Council Committees to gather feedback on their experience as a rep on their 
respective committees. The findings will be presented to the Department. The 
consensus is that reps on committees are not getting their voices heard or time 
allocated to PPN reps. It was suggested, at a minimum the PPN should be included 
as an agenda item on all committees. Edith to draft a letter with Mary G’s input. The 
PPN office will circulate to the relevant committees. 
Mary C informed the meeting training for all Reps was to be rolled out by the 
Department. The training was piloted in a couple of counties and will be evaluated 
and delivered to other PPN’s. No dates have been issued.  
 

9. Incoming Convenor 
Mary G Duffy is current convenor.  It was suggested to keep it as an agenda item. 

 

10. Report on Mayo PPN drops the Red & goes all Green for St Patricks Day 
R/W Mary Costello gave an update: A huge amount of work that went into preparing 
the participants/community groups in putting together the videos.  The videos were 
premiered each evening on Mayo.ie and Mayo PPN in the lead up to St Patrick’s 
Day. The reach was 32,000 views through the website and over 14k views on 
Facebook. A press release was issued to the local papers/radio stations in relation to 
Duncan Stewarts input and feedback to community groups. This video will be premier 
through the PPN Facebook page this Friday, March 26th.   
The Duncan Stewart video was show as part of a Climate training session delivered 
to Senior Staff of Mayo Co Council and Councillors recently. 
All this has been very timely as today Minister O’Brien welcomes the role of PPNs in 
the development of the next Climate Action Plan at the launch of the Climate Action 
Plan Public Consultation today. The Department of Rural & Community Development 
complimented Mayo PPN and the community groups involved for hi-lighting the 
actions on Climate change been undertaken by groups in Mayo.  
 

• An email request to all Secretariat members to set-up a sub-committee to 
amend/update the PPN constitution.  

• MOU to be updated by Resource/Support Worker from new handbook and 
emailed to Secretariat and DOR for review (given time constraint to have it 
back). 

• Maureen noted not all Secretariat members were not present and requested 
members confirm attendance in advance.  A new What’s app group to be 
setup for Secretariat members. It was decided that Mary G, as convenor to 
contact the Secretariat committee prior to meeting. 

• All members agreed Wednesday evenings suited for meetings. The follow are 
the dates for 2021. April 7th, June 2nd, Sept 1st, Nov 3rd. Should further 
meetings be required they will be facilitated and slotted in.  

 
11. Next Meeting  

Next meeting to take place on 7th April 2021 at 7pm.  
Meeting concluded at 8.10pm.   

  
. 
   
  
  
  


