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County Plenary & Information Evening
Mayo PPN County Information and Plenary Evening
Mayo PPN County Plenary and Information evening took place virtually on November 29th.
The evening started with a welcome from PPN Resource Worker, Mary Costello. Also present
were members of the PPN Secretariat Committee, Head of Community in Mayo Co Council,
Deirdre Finnerty, PPN Liaison Of�cer Maura Murphy and Audrey Burke, PPN Support
Worker.
 
Speakers for the meeting included:
*Anne Graham from Community Finance Ireland gave a presentation on funding
opportunities available to Community Groups.
*Mary Costello, PPN Resource Worker gave an update on the PPN activities and events over
2021. The Suite of PPN Free Training for Community Groups was a large part of the PPN
workplan and there was a huge uptake on all training programmes and workshops.
*Deirdre Finnerty, Head of Community Section, Mayo County Council spoke about the grant
available to Community Groups.
*Garda Olive Lafferty, gave comprehensive talk on Staying Safe in our Communities.
*To round of the evening – a presentation on Mental Health and Wellness in your Community
by Karen Mc Hale, Mayo Recovery Clinic .  Presentations can be viewed  here.

MAYO PPN - COMMUNITY OPEN DAY - VIRTUAL WORKSHOP
Tues 12th October 2021 

Mayo Public Participation Network (PPN) invited all members to a workshop entitled ‘Mayo PPN
Community Open Day’.  This is a virtual event, run as part of Mayo Social Inclusion Week. The
Community Open Day was an opportunity for groups to connect with other organisations in their area.
It looked at community assets, supports and solutions. This event provided groups with a toolkit to
crowd source information about their locality and to look at tips on how to work together with other
organisations in their areas.
 
Let’s celebrate the leadership shown in communities and help foster, resilience, re-emergence and re-
engagement throughout our county.
 

Mayo PPN hosts Mayo Communities Climate Action Gathering
Mayo PPN supported Mayo’s Community Climate Action gathering in Ballina. This was an inspiring
event focused on collaboration and learning from each other on how communities can become low
carbon and climate resilient.
 
Presentations were made from Mulranny, Tourmakeady and Ballina communities on their
decarbonising journeys and identify supports and funding opportunities available to communities. This
was part of Mayo’s Climate Action Gathering in Ballina to marks the end of the United Nations Climate
Change Conference COP 26 in Glasgow with two days of talks, workshops, demonstrations and walks
around Ballina.
 
Presentations can be viewed on  Mayo Communities Climate Action Gathering - Mayo PPN 

PPN ONLINE TRAINING
 
Mayo PPN delivered a suite of FREE training to community groups in 2021. Training included: Opening
up post Covid, Social Media, How to build a website without a budget, Writing Successful funding
applications, roles and responsibilities on Boards/Committees, etc. To date over 400 community
groups have participated in PPN capacity building and training programmes.
 

MEMBERSHIP OF MAYO PPN

Who Can Become a Member?
Membership Form
Click here for further information on the Bene�ts of Joining and Membership Criteria.
Mayo PPN will circulate your groups events and activities on their social media platform's - Email:
mayoppn@mayococo.ie
If your group has something of interest to the County - let us know!

Cabinet approves General
Scheme of the Assisted

Decision-Making (Capacity)
(Amendment) Bill

The Cabinet has approved the drafting of the
Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity)
(Amendment) Bill 2021.The proposed legislation
will amend the Act, improving processes and
safeguards for those who will make use of the
new decision-making supports. The full
commencement of this Act will end wardship in
Ireland, changing existing law.
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/b952e-
cabinet-approves-general-scheme-of-the-
assisted-decision-making-capacity-amendment-
bill/

         First Fortnight Festival

         2-16 Jan 2022

First Fortnight uses arts and culture to
challenge mental health stigma while
supporting some of Ireland's most vulnerable
people through creative therapies.
https://www.�rstfortnight.ie/events

 

COMMUNITY
EDUCATION SCHEME

2022
 
Applications are invited from
Community and Voluntary Groups based
in Mayo, Sligo and Leitrim who wish to
avail of grants under the above scheme.
 
Community Education refers to adult
education and learning, generally outside
the formal education sector. It aims to
empower and support communities. It is
�rmly community-based, with local
groups taking responsibility for, and
playing a key role in organising courses
and deciding on programme content.
 
The scheme enables disadvantaged adults
to avail of community education at
minimal or no cost.
 
Full details here
 
Applications should be received by the
respective county of�ce no later than
Friday, 10th December 2021.
 

 

 

Minister Humphreys
Announces €1 million in

Capital Funding for Social
Enterprises

Minister for Rural and Community
Development, Heather Humphreys TD,
announced funding of €1 million to
support 247 Social Enterprises with their
capital costs.
 
The Social Enterprises Capital Grants
Scheme will provide small grants to
Social Enterprises to assist them in
carrying out renovations or repairs to
their premises.
 
The funding will also be used for the
purchase of equipment such as outdoor
seating and canopies, playground
equipment, machinery, kitchen
equipment, laptops, iPads and printers,
training equipment, CCTV and so on.
 
Grants ranging from a few hundred euro
to €14,500 are being provided under the
Scheme, which is funded from the
Dormant Accounts Fund.
 
The grants will be administered on behalf
of the Department by the Local
Community Development Committees
(LCDCs).
 

 

Think Housing Build Accessible

Please support Irish Wheelchair Association’s Think Housing Build Accessible national campaign,
calling for a review of the Part M 2010 (Section 3 Access & Use) of the Building Regulations, by
signing its online petition at iwa.ie/buildaccessible
 
The campaign is highlighting the absence of wheelchair accessible homes to rent or buy in Ireland and
is calling on the government to review the building regulations and increase wheelchair accessibility
standards from visitable to liveable. Currently the regulations only require new dwellings to be
wheelchair visitable and not liveable, therefore the lack of availability of wheelchair liveable housing
to rent or buy in every county.  
 
Please show your support by signing the petition and then forwarding this email to your service
users, friends, family and colleagues and help us highlight this huge issue for people with
disabilities

Age Friendly Newsletter
Age Friendly Ireland’s vision is to make Ireland a great country in which to grow old. 

See the most recent newsletter, which includes Age Friendly Care from eir

a new dedicated support line for eir’s older customers, by clicking Age Friendly Newsletter

 

Grounded: Unequal access for people with disabilities to
personal transport schemes’.
This report from the Ombudsman’s Of�ce was launched recently focuses on the complaints

received over a number of years about three schemes - the Motorised Transport Grant, the Mobility

Allowance, and the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers scheme (DD&DP) . The government

closed the schemes to new entrants and promised a replacement scheme.  That was in 2013, and

despite the Ombudsman and others raising the issue, no replacement scheme has been established.

The report is available on https://www.ombudsman.ie/news/ombudsman-says-personal-t/

 
The DCU Ability Next Steps Toolkit is a resource for families, support people and

learners who have completed a DCU Ability programme. The focus of the Toolkit is on �nding

opportunities which can increase the learner’s experience of work, enhance skills for work and

move closer to paid employment if this is the learner’s goal. The toolkit is for anyone providing help

and support in �nding work opportunities. DCU Ability 'Next Steps' Toolkit and Support

 
KickStart Round 3 Fund Opens for Applications
Pobal on behalf of The Probation Service are inviting applications from social enterprises in Ireland

for Round 3 of the KickStart Fund to create meaningful jobs for people with criminal

convictions.Social enterprises can apply for a grant under:

Category A: Feasibility/ Market Research for €5,000 up to €15,000 to carry out a feasibility study or

market research to develop or expand their social enterprise to create employment opportunities

for people with a criminal conviction. Projects funded under Category A must be completed within

a 12 month timeframe between 2 May 2022 and 30 April 2023.

or

Category B: Jobs Creation Fund for €20,000 up to €50,000 to implement actions that will create or

sustain employment opportunities for people with a criminal conviction. Projects funded under

Category B must be completed within a 15 month timeframe, between 2 May 2022 and 31 July

2023.

Due to the limited amount of funding available, organisations are only able to submit one

application form.

All applicants must be able to demonstrate how their project will contribute to creating or

maintaining employment opportunities for people with a criminal conviction who are �nding it

dif�cult to secure employment. 

For more information, including application forms and guidelines go to the Pobal website.

Contact onlinesupport@pobal.ie or phone 01 511 7241.

Only online application forms through the DAF 2 Portal will be considered. The online application

portal will be open from Thursday 25 November 2021 and will close at 3pm on Wednesday 12

January 2022.

 
Irish Youth Foundation Skills & Employability Fund 2021 Now Open
The Irish Youth Foundation, in partnership with a new corporate partner, is providing €100,000 to

fund not for pro�t, voluntary and charitable organisations supporting young people experiencing

disadvantage nationwide.

This fund is now open for applications and will close on Thursday, 16 December at 5pm.

This fund will offer grants to projects and programmes that support young people who are

currently not in education, training or employment to successfully transition into skills based

opportunities, mentorship opportunities, further learning opportunities and employment

opportunities.

 
Awards of up to €5,000 and €10,000 will be available.

 
The fund will have a strong focus on, but is not limited to, those who do not want to return to

formal education but are eager to join the work force and are lacking the technical and personal

skill set to gain meaningful employment. To learn more about this opportunity, please visit the Irish

Youth Foundation website. https://iyf.ie/skills-employability-fund/

 

 
If you develop symptoms of #COVID19 this
weekend, call your GP Out Of Hours service
immediately.
 
A GP will assess your symptoms & can
arrange a free test. Find contact details for
your local GP Out of Hours Service here:
https://bit.ly/2LILTk5
 

Walk-in vaccination clinics will in
operation at Breaffy House over the
coming days; accommodating booster
shots for Healthcare Workers, 60-69
Year Old's and also those receiving their
1st or 2nd P�zer dose
 
 
Further info and times are available here:
https://bit.ly/3G5giQE
 

 

Tell us about your news/activities/events 
 
Mayo PPN will promote your groups news/activities/events on our various social media
channels and monthly newsletter.
Please email mayoppn@mayococo.ie
 

MAYO PPN – YOUR VOICE – YOUR COMMUNITY
Mary Costello – PPN Resource Worker
Audrey Burke  - PPN Support Worker

Follow Mayo PPN on :

This newsletter was sent to you  from Mayo Public Participation Network  because you subscribed to our mailing
list.  Rather not receive our newsletter anymore? Unsubscribe here. 
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