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MAYO PPN - NEWS

Mayo PPN Linkage Groups Launched
Following on from successful information sessions held in 2025, we were delighted to
launch Mayo PPN’s Linkage Groups, with the first meetings held online in May and June
of 2026.
 
Join like-minded community members as we work together to develop policies that can
influence meaningful change across the county.
 
Stay tuned for dates for the next round of meetings.
 
Scan QR code or visit Linkage Groups - Mayo PPN to learn more.
 

Community Inclusion Spotlight
Would your organisation like to be featured on the Mayo PPN website and across our
social media platforms?
 
Mayo PPN are running a series called Community Inclusion Spotlight. It’s a weekly
feature on a Community Group highlighting how the group is welcoming New
Communities into their organisations.
 
Send us a short description of your group –150/250 words by email to :
mayoppn@mayococo.ie.  Include 3-4 photographs. 
 
If you would like to find out more about this project have a look at some of the groups
that have featured so far, go to: Community Spotlight - Mayo PPN
 

Let's Hear What's Happening in Your Community!
Have you or your community an event or activity coming up?
Avail of FREE advertising with Mayo PPN. 
 
It’s simple – email mayoppn@mayococo.ie and include a brief description of the event
and a jpeg/png file.
 
Mayo PPN will be delighted to promote to our 1,400 plus community groups.
 
You tell us and we'll tell the Community!
 

COMMUNITY EVENTS IN MAYO

An Exciting July at North Mayo Heritage Centre
The folks at North Mayo Heritage Centre are buzzing with activity this month and can’t
wait to share all the fantastic events with you.
 
A travelling exhibition from National Library of Ireland '𝗣𝗼𝗿𝘁𝗿𝗮𝗶𝘁𝘀 𝗼𝗳 𝘁𝗵𝗲 𝗜𝗻𝘃𝗶𝘀𝗶𝗯𝗹𝗲' was
officially launched here today! Free to view everyday (10am - 3pm).
 
On the week of July 6th, we present a series of fun and engaging workshops designed
especially for children.
 
Our Organic Garden is open FREE to the public on the weekend of July 11th & 12th as
part of the Clew Bay Garden Trail. Did you know organic produce is available every Tue,
Wed, Thur 12pm - 3.30pm.
 
On July 25th we host our first Broom & Brush Making Workshop — a unique craft
experience you won’t want to miss!
 
On July 31st join us for another Kids Crafting Workshop filled with creativity and fun for
all little artists!
 
Reception open everyday except Monday where you can browse a small selection of
books by local authors.
 
The Bright Sky Café open Wed - Mon, 10am - 3pm; closed every Tuesday.
 
Mayo Heritage Newsletter available weekly. Subscribe here
www.northmayoheritagecentre.ie/publications
 
𝗙𝗶𝗻𝗱 𝗼𝘂𝘁 𝗺𝗼𝗿𝗲 𝗮𝗯𝗼𝘂𝘁 𝗼𝘂𝗿 𝘄𝗼𝗿𝗸𝘀𝗵𝗼𝗽𝘀 𝗮𝗻𝗱 𝗿𝗲𝘀𝗲𝗿𝘃𝗲 𝘆𝗼𝘂𝗿 𝗽𝗹𝗮𝗰𝗲 𝗵𝗲𝗿𝗲
http://www.northmayoheritagecentre.ie/training.../events/
 

Photo Detectives - National Library of Ireland Exhibition
Since the National Library of Ireland began sharing their photographic collections on
Flickr in 2011, the NLI’s online volunteer Flickr community has grown to number 36,900
followers worldwide and has amassed over 122.6 million views.
 
Not only do the NLI’s followers view the daily posted photos, they also then uncover
information which is sometimes personal, often moving and always surprising.
 
The exhibition celebrates the ingenuity, generosity and humor of the volunteers and the
remarkable stories revealed by their research.
 
The Exhibition runs in the Claremorris Town Hall Theatre from Wednesday July 1st to
Wednesday August 26th, and is open weekdays from 9.30am to 5.00pm – excluding 1pm
to 2pm when the venue is closed for lunch.
 
*Please note the exhibition will be closed on Tuesday, July 7th. Free Admission - All
Welcome This Exhibition is brought to you in celebration of Ireland’s Presidency of the
Council of the European Union, 1st July – 31st December 2026.
 
T: +353949310999
E: info@townhall.ie
W: townhall.ie
 

Céilí Dance Classes - Knockmore
Come along to Knockmore's Céilí Dance Classes with Oliver Fleming at Knockmore
Rathduff Community Hall on July 7th, 14th and 21st, from 8:30pm to 10pm.
 
Learn the steps, meet new people, and get ready for Knockmore's CÉILÍ NIGHT on
Saturday 25th July 2026 — with a live band on the night!
 
Everyone is welcome, all ages and abilities.
For more information, call 094 9258016.
 

Westport Photography Walk & Talk
Westport Family & Community Resource Centre's Photography Walk & Talk is happening
on Wednesday, 8th July at 7pm, and they'd love for you to join them at Old Head Beach
for a relaxed evening of nature, community, and creativity.
 
This month's walk includes a special guest, a marine biologist, who'll share fascinating
insights into the marine life and coastal environment we'll explore together along the
shoreline at low tide.
 
Whether you're an experienced photographer, completely new to it, or simply fancy a
walk and a chat, you're very welcome.
 
No photography experience needed
Cameras or phones are both welcome
Just bring comfortable shoes and your curiosity!
 
Meet opposite the main car park at the entrance to Old Head Beach.
Wednesday, 8th July at 7pm
 
Come for the photography, the nature, the conversation, or all three. Feel free to invite a
friend—they'd love to see you there!
 

Mayo Stoma Support Group
Next meeting is on the 9th July in the Ellison Hotel Castlebar at 7pm
 
All are Welcome
 

Coillte Come Home Festival 2026
Kiltimagh, Co. Mayo
8th - 13th July 2026
 
Coillte Come Home Festival returns to Kiltimagh this July, with six days of music,
comedy, sport, family fun, culture, and community celebration.
 
Highlights include Coillte Come Laugh comedy night, live music on Main Street featuring
Ruaile Buaile and Spring Break, the Race2Glory adventure race, family fun day, fireworks,
busking competition, pub quiz, golf and darts competitions, children’s events, jiving
workshops, and entertainment throughout the town.
 
With activities for all ages and music in the pubs across the festival weekend, Coillte
Come Home Festival celebrates the spirit, energy, and community pride that make
Kiltimagh special. Hope to see you there. 
 
Follow Kiltimagh Tourism Festivals on Facebook for full line-up, events schedule &
more! Kiltimagh Tourism Festivals | Facebook
 

Mary Robinson Climate and Nature Conference 2026
A meitheal for our time.
 
That is the heart of the Mary Robinson Climate & Nature Conference 2026. It is about
neighbours coming together not as separate voices but as equals, ready to share, learn,
and act. Researchers, farmers, artists, carers, and community workers. All in the same
room. All listening. All learning.
 
This is not a conference of passive audiences. It is a gathering of participants. Every voice
is needed.
 
The academics and scientists tell us what is happening to our world. The communities tell
us what it feels like and what must change. These combined voices are strongest when
they speak together.
 
9–10 July 2026 | Ballina, Co. Mayo
Tickets are available on our website www.maryrobinsoncentre.ie
 

Dooagh Day Festival Weekend
Three days. One incredible community. Endless memories.
Friday 10th July - Sunday 12th July
 
Friday – Welcome Home Night with live music from Leah & Colin
Saturday – Dooagh Loop Walk Fundraiser, Kids’ Disco, Mayo v Louth on the big screen,
then Disco Bingo to dance the night away!
Sunday – Rock Around the Dock with FREE family fun, music, food, games, sheep race,
alpacas, bouncy castles, face painting, BBQ, Dooagh Pipe Band and so much more…
before we finish the weekend with Craic & Ceol in Lourdie’s!
 
Whether you’re home for the weekend or lucky enough to live here all year round, there’s
something for everyone.
 
Wear your RED, bring your family and friends, and let’s make Dooagh Day Weekend
2026 one to remember!
 
Who’s ready?
 

Louisburgh Community Market
Here's your reminder of the Louisburgh Community Markets for July! 
 
Markets take place Friday the 10th and Friday the 24th of July at Louisburgh Town Hall.
 
Loads of beautiful hand crafted and homemade products to suit every occasion and every
budget!
 
Pop in and say Hello to the friendliest marketeers you'll ever meet.
 

Cong Food Village Festival
Cong Food Festival is back on Saturday 11th and Sunday 12th July 2026 for a full
weekend of fantastic food, local producers, live cooking and family fun.
 
Browse our lively Farmers’ and Craft Market, featuring award-winning producers and
makers including Velvet Cloud Cheese, Sliabh Aughty Honey, Happy Goat, Mrs Tea’s,
Fiona Concannon Art, Wild Food Vinegar, Kylemore Cheese and many more.
 
Come hungry because there will be food trucks serving everything from Handsome
Burgers and Weir Dough pizzas to Mexican food, crepes, ice cream and delicious
vegetarian and vegan options.
 
Over on the Main Stage, enjoy live cooking demonstrations from Sarah Butler, Jeeny
Maltese, Liam Finnegan of Ashford Castle, Jonathan Keane of The Lodge at Ashford
Castle and more.
 
There is plenty for younger festivalgoers too, with Drumadore drumming workshops,
Fuinnseog Woodland Crafts and the chance to meet some of the world’s smallest farm
animals on Saturday.
 
Then on Sunday, join us for the grand finale: The Cong Duck Derby. And no, it’s definitely
not just for the children!
 
Save the dates for a brilliant weekend.
 

Afternoon Tea Party Fundraiser
Afternoon Tea in aid of Daisy Lodge Cong, Cancer Fund for Children.
 
Sunday 12th July
Doors at 1:30pm, starts at 2pm
Tiernaur Hall
 
Booking essential.
 
Contact Chloe on 087 3589071 to book.

Raffle on the day.
 

Ballina Agricultural Show
The Ballina Agricultural Show is taking place on Sunday, 12th July 2026.
 
With a full day of exciting activities and entertainment for the entire family, it's an event
you won't want to miss!

Expect a fantastic mix of farm animals, local produce, and all things agriculture!
 
See you there.
 
More information: Ballina Agricultural Festival 2026
 

Newport Gráinne Uaile Festival 25 Card Game fundraiser
Are you looking for a great night's craic, a bit of friendly competition and a chance to
support the Newport Gráinne Uaile Festival?
 
Festival organisers are hosting a 25 Card Game fundraiser and EVERYONE is welcome,
whether you're a seasoned player or just up for a bit of fun!
 
Newport National School
Sunday, 12th July 2026
Starts 8pm
€10 Entry
 
Prizes on the night for winners, runners-up, door prize and more!
Raffle on the night with great prizes!
Light refreshments served
 
Bring your friends, your game face and enjoy a brilliant social night while helping the
Newport Gráinne Uaile Festival. All proceeds go towards making this year's festival (their
60th anniversary ) bigger and better than ever!
 
Please spread the word - the more the merrier!!
 

Catch Your Own Adventure on Inishturk!
You’re very welcome aboard The Atlantic Queen for a memorable fishing and boat cruise
around the beautiful island of Inishturk.
 
Explore the coastline, visit bird colonies (with a chance to spot puffins! ), learn local
fishing traditions, and bring home your catch of the day.
 
• Inishturk Pier
• July 12th & 26th | August 21st
• 12pm
• €35 per person
• Booking essential
 
Book at Book Now | Inishturk Island
 
This unique experience is part of the Taste of Inishturk Festival, celebrating our island’s
food, fishing heritage, and community. The festival is proudly supported by the
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine.
 
Book now and discover why Inishturk is truly the most beautiful of islands.
 

Ballina Salmon Festival
The longest running community festival along the wild Atlantic way, inspired by Ballina’s
jewel in its crown, the River Moy, as Ballina is officially dubbed ‘Salmon Capital of
Ireland’, returns for 2026!
 
Save the Date! 
Ballina Salmon Festival returns 12th – 19th July 2026  
 
Festival favourites are back, including:

National Heritage Day – 15th July
The Moy Swim – 18th July
And that’s just the beginning… more event dates will be announced as plans are set!

If you wish to get involved or have an idea for an event they would love to hear from you.
 
Learn more: Ballina Salmon Festival
 

Kilmovee Heritage Cois Tine Night
Hard to believe it's already July! Mark your diaries for Kilmovee's next Cois Tine Night,
Monday the 13th of July at 8:30pm
 
Kilmovee Community Centre
 
Free admission. All are welcome!
 

Kids Kayaking Camp – Lough Lannagh, Castlebar 
Hosted in partnership with Castlebar Urban Adventure Hub, this is the perfect way to get
your child active, outdoors, and having fun on the water this summer!

Dates: Monday 13th July – Friday 17th July
Ages:10 – 15 years
Cost: €60

 **Session Options:**
• Morning:** 9:30am – 12:00 noon
• Afternoon:** 1:30pm – 4:00pm

Whether they’re beginners or already love the water, this fun-filled camp is a fantastic
opportunity to build skills, confidence, and friendships.

 Booking: Via Eventbrite: https://ow.ly/vUJr50Z7Gcr

 More info:muireannnicheallachain@canoe.ie>
 Phone:086 1771973

Don’t miss out—spaces are limited! 
 

Free Community Meeting: Natural Water Quality in Claremorris-Swinford MD
Join the Local Authority Waters Programme (LAWPRO) for a meeting about the water
quality in your area!
 
Community Information Meeting on Natural Water Quality in the Claremorris-Swinford
Municipal District.
 
The Local Authority Waters Programme (LAWPRO), working on behalf of Ireland’s 31
local authorities to protect and restore good water quality in rivers, lakes, estuaries,
ground and coastal water, is holding a community information meeting about water
quality and water related issues in the Claremorris-Swinford Municipal District.
 
14th July, 7.00 – 8.30pm. McWilliam Park Hotel, Kilcolman Road, Claremorris, Co. Mayo,
F12 D1W3
 
The community information meeting on Tuesday, 14th July in Claremorris is being held
to make more people aware of work to improve water quality in the Claremorris-
Swinford Municipal District and to encourage as much engagement as possible with all
stakeholders right across the community, including key agencies, special interest groups,
voluntary, public and private sectors.
 
The public meeting will begin at 7pm and refreshments will be available. To register for
the event, visit the LAWPRO Eventbrite page.
 
Everyone is welcome.
 

Women on Water – Adult Kayaking Programme
Looking for a fun and active way to spend your summer evenings? Join our **6-Week
Women in Sport Adult Kayaking Programme** and enjoy getting out on the water in a
welcoming, supportive environment!
 
Whether you're a complete beginner or have paddled before, this programme is designed
to help you build confidence, learn new skills, improve fitness, and connect with others.
 
**Wednesdays (6 Weeks):**
• July 15th
• July 22nd
• July 29th
• August 5th
• August 12th
• August 19th
 
**Time:** 6:00pm – 7:30pm
**Location:** Meet behind Lough Lannagh Leisure Centre (lane down to the lake)
 
All equipment provided *(except water shoes)*
Suitable for beginners
Friendly, supportive coaching
Meet new people & have fun on the water
 
**Booking:** Via Eventbrite : https://ow.ly/Fjsi50Z7GI7
 
More info: muireannnicheallachain@canoe.ie>
 
Come along, try something new, and make the most of your summer evenings!
 

Family Carers Ireland Four Week Course
'Small Steps to Change: Building resilience into daily life' is a 4-week virtual workshop
series designed specifically for women carers aged 54 and over.
 
Wednesday 15th July
Wednesday 22nd July
Wednesday 29th July
Wednesday 5th August

For more information and to sign up, visit: Small Steps to Change: Building resilience in
daily life - July workshop Tickets, Wednesday, July 15  •  10 AM - 12:30 PM GMT+1 |
Eventbrite
 

Books at One 10th Anniversary Celebration
Books at One Louisburgh are delighted to announce the celebration of their 10 year
anniversary!!!! They are looking forward to this weekend of literary fun on the 17th, 18th
and 19th of July.
 
Books at One are honoured to welcome many great writers : Paul Lynch, Una Mannion,
Gill Perdue, Anne Chambers, Geraldine Mitchell, Lorna Shaughnessy, Seamus McNally,
Anne Printer ... More details to come about their works in the coming days.
 
Former Taoiseach Enda Kenny will be at the shop as well interviewing Anne Chambers on
Friday.
 
Music by Shrallabawn and Louisburgh Area Men´s shed on Saturday and Sunday.
A pop-up Gaeltacht on Saturday, and a full day of family fun on Sunday!
 
All events are free! Thank you very much for your continued support. Books at One are
so glad to be part of this community.
 
They hope to see many of you during this hopefully great weekend!
 
More info on the weekend's events:  Booklet for Books at One 10th Anniversary
Celebration
 

Mayo International Kite Festival Achill
A highlight of the calendar, the Mayo International Kite Festival takes place on July 18th
and 19th.
 
Join Pure Magic Achill for fun, fresh air and a spectacular sight at this year’s Festival on
Achill Island. Watch the International pros fly kite creations the size of a bus in a
thousand colour extravaganza that fills the sky. Fun for all ages, including workshops for
the kids and participating in kite flying competitions such as highest kite, best design,
most colourful or even best kite crash. 
 
A weekend filled with colour, creativity, wonder, and unforgettable moments for all ages.
 
More: https://mayokitefest.com
 

Ballinrobe Festival 2026
Organisers have another fantastic nine day festival with something for everyone, running
from Sat 18th July to end on Sun 26th July
 
Including Festival Highlights:
July 21st -  Ballinrobe Races race dance with Gavin Gribbin
July 24th - Mack Fleetwood Tribute band
July 25th - Friends In Low Places Garth Brooks Tribute Band Live on the Square in
Cornmarket with Heritage & Trad day.
July 26th - Queen Of The Lakes Event and Festival Finale
 
Follow Ballinrobe Festival on Facebook for more information. 
 

Mayo Roscommon Hospice 28th Annual Furnace 10km Walk
July is here, and it is once again time for the 28th Annual Furnace 10K Walk in aid of the
Mayo Roscommon Hospice Foundation. This year's walk will take place on Sunday, 19th
July 2026 

Participants are invited to join the walk at Derradda Community Centre (F28 E292) and
can begin at any time between 11.00am and 2.00pm. After completing the scenic loop
around the Furnace Lakes, walkers can return to the newly refurbished Derradda
Community Centre to enjoy the famous post-walk refreshments.

If you are unable to join on the day, you can still take part by completing the 10K walk in
your own time during the week before or after 19th July and making a donation online 

Thank you so much to all who continue to support the Mayo Roscommon Hospice
Foundation through this wonderful annual event.

Every step makes a difference

Donate online here: https://www.gofundme.com/.../Furnace-10k-Walk-for-Mayo...
 

Erris Parent Peer Support Group
Are you parenting a neurodivergent child or young person? Erris Family & Community
Support Centre invites parents and caregivers to attend their newly established Parent
Support Group.
 
This is a supportive space to meet, chat, connect, encourage and be with others who get
it. As a new group they are still exploring what would be most helpful for the group going
forward and they encourage you to be part of this.
 
Next meet up is Tuesday 21st July 7-8.30pm at the IWA Centre, F26VY42.
 
For more information or to register your interest contact Leanne, Erris Family &
Community Support Centre on 0870670989.
 
Follow Ballinrobe Festival on Facebook for more information.
 

OutWest Table Quiz Fundraiser
Don't miss OutWest's next fundraising table quiz!
 
Thursday July 23rd, 8:30pm
Tolster's Bar, Castlebar
 
More about OutWest: Home - OutWest
 

Burrishoole Parish Table Quiz Fundraiser
Friday July 24th.
 
Spread the word!
 
The Burrishoole Parish Street Party has been a huge success over the years!
 
This fundraising table quiz will help us make it even bigger and better! Our quizzes are
always a great night, so we're looking forward to this one!
 
Teams of four at €40.00 per table. The Bridge Inn is sponsoring the €100.00 prize for the
winning team! There's also a raffle with great prizes! It's a fun night out with friends,
supporting a great community event!
 

Crossmolina Agricultural Show
On Saturday 25th July, Crossmolina Show takes place in beautiful Mayo and is the
perfect family day out. Based in North Mayo, Crossmolina sits in the shadows of Nephin
and on the shores of Lough Conn.

Back and better than ever the members of the show committee have worked tirelessly to
develop and expand its fun filled programme which is held in the middle of Crossmolina
town, beside the GAA field.

With free parking and free children's entertainment the day has a jam-packed
programme and prides itself on offering something of interest for young and old.

Our show is more than just an exhibition of live-stock, farm produce, trade stands and
horse jumping - it is a family orientated day which aims to show a slice of country life
from pedigree animals to home-baking and everything in between. 
 
For more information, visit: Crossmolina Agricultural Show
 

Inishturk Island Regatta
There’s no better (or more authentic!) way to experience Inishturk than by currach, the
traditional West of Ireland boat that’s been slicing through these Atlantic waters for
generations. Join in on the fun by participating in our Annual Regatta!
 
Saturday July 25th, 2026
 
* Free Entry - Open to All with many different races
-Races start at 12pm
- Cups & medals for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd! Live music from Proinsias Hernon, Macdara &
Friends after the races!
 
Whether you’re racing, cheering from the shore, or just price, tradition, and race, join us
for a day full of island fun!
 
Please email marketing@inishturkisland.com or WhatsApp (087) 387 3735 to register
your rowers!
 
Follow Inishturk Island for updates as the day gets closer!
 
This is part of our summer-long Taste of Inishturk programming supported by the
Department of Agriculture, Food and Marine.
 
- Plan your trip: inishturkpassengerferry.ie
Inishturk Passenger Ferry
 
More info: inishturkisland.com
 

Knockmore Céilí
You're very welcome to the Knockmore Rathduff Recreation & Resource Centre
Saturday the 25th of July for a proper Céilí night with live music by Michéal Sexton!
 
Doors 9pm — bring family, friends and good spirits.
 
Admission €12 (cash). Free parking available on-site — all ages and levels welcome; come
for the music, stay for the dancing.
 
No partner needed, everyone encouraged to join in — beginners and experienced dancers
alike. For quick details about the night or accessibility, call 094 925 8016
 

Féile Dú Éige 2026
Check out the line up so far for the Féile Dú Éige Family Fun Day from 2-4pm on
Saturday the 25th July
 
They have not one, not two, but THREE!! bouncy castles to keep all ages entertained!
A fabulous magic show with Artur the Magician
Chat with Stormy Sam and the brave Achill Island RNLI crew!!
Take a step back in time with Denis our local historian and his vintage heritage display
Kelly's Cones will be here with lots of yummy ice cream!
National award winners Dooega Clean Coasts Group will have an information stand full
of interesting Marine items....have you ever seen a Fatberg in real life?!
Have fun or get competitive in our games zone!
Meet Madame Urzula our fantastic Tarot Card reader who will see what the cards have in
store for you
Achill fire brigade will be here with some fire safety demos
Check out the amazing nature display by Wild Nephin National Park
Penalty shoot out with guest star goalkeeper!!
 
OrderofMalta Achill will be here to keep us all safe and injury free!
La chica Cafe coffee truck will be there serving up some delicious Colombian coffee
ClewBaycatering food truck will be joining us for some mouth watering food!
 
And of course.......
concluding the day will be the signature "Dooega Duck Race"!!
Will you be the winner of the famous Cup??
Ducks on sale shortly...
 
Follow Féile Dú Éige on Facebook for updates:
https://www.facebook.com/feiledueigeachill
 

Céide Coast Ballycastle Community Garden Festival
Organisers are looking forward to this great event and hope to see you there!
 
Sunday July 26th
11am - 4pm
Céide Coast Ballycastle Community Garden
 
Follow  https://www.facebook.com/ceidecoastcommunity for more information
 

Erris Agricultural Show
The wait is over! Organisers are delighted to begin the countdown to another fantastic
day celebrating farming, community, culture and local talent.
 
They look forward to welcoming exhibitors, competitors, trade stands, families and
visitors from near and far for what promises to be an exciting and memorable event.
 
Sunday 26th July
Carne Air Strip, Belmullet
 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION:
All Trade Stand applications must be completed online via the NEW website platform
All Class Entries must also be submitted online via the NEW website platform
Please use the website link provided above to register and submit your entries.
 
Organisers encourage everyone to enter early and secure their place at this year's show.
Keep an eye on their page over the coming weeks for updates, schedules, competition
details and special announcements. 
 
Thank you for your continued support – they can't wait to see you all at Agricultural
Show 2026!
 
https://errisagriculturalshow.ie
 

Erris Agricultural Show Vintage Section
Whether you’re a fan of vintage tractors, classic cars, motorbikes, vintage machinery or
impressive trucks, Erris Agricultural Show's Vintage Section is a must-see!

✨ This year’s highlight: Aghamore’s Vintage Stone Crushing Plant in action – a
fascinating piece of agricultural history you won’t want to miss.

📅 Sunday, 26th July 2026
📍 Carne Airstrip, Belmullet, F26 A8FY

Have a vintage vehicle or machinery you’d like to display? They’d love to have you! Get in
touch with their Vintage Section team and be part of one of the country’s finest
agricultural shows.

🎟️ Free entry for exhibitors, refreshments and a souvenir for everyone who exhibits!
 

Scoil Cheoil Siamsa (Comhaltas Summer School)
The annual Scoil Cheoil Siamsa (Comhaltas Summer School) begins this year on July 27th.
Music, singing, dancing and conversational Irish classes will take place between 2pm and
7pm in the Primary School in Swinford (Scoil Muire agus Treasa). Instruments include
banjo, bodhrán, button accordion, concertina, fiddle, flute, guitar, tin whistle, harp and
keyboard.
 
Classes last an hour and the cost is €35 (€30 each if taking more than one class). Comhrá
Gaeilge (conversational Irish) will be free.
 
They will also be holding Rhythm and Song sessions for 4 to 6 year olds and performance
group sessions. They encourage people to book as soon as possible to facilitate
timetabling and availability of instruments.
 
Application forms for the Michael Davitt CCE Swinford Scoil Cheoil Siamsa are available
from Ray Lambes. You can also email cceswinford@gmail.com, message Swinford
Comhaltas Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/swinford.comhaltas or contact
0877454032.
 

Síamsa Sráide Street & Arts Festival
Síamsa Sráide Street & Arts Festival is a family orientated festival running from July 30th
to August 5th 2026 in Swinford.
 
Their programme is a miscellany of musical events for all the family. Join them for fun
and entertainment on the streets of Swinford, local hostelries and enjoy the company of
local Swinford characters.
 
They look forward to welcoming old and new friends as we celebrate Ceól, Spraoi, Craic
agus Cómhra.
 
Beidh sibh ar mhuin na muice i mBéal Átha na Muice.
 
More information: Home - Siamsa Sraide Festival
 

Healyfest Annual Live Music Festival 2026
Gaining near legendary status on the North Coast of Mayo, Healyfest returns once again
for the August bank holiday. Featuring acts like Buck Taylor, Crow Black Chicken and
Gorilla Radio, Southbound, Bourbon Smoke.
 
Admission and camping are free; just remember to pack your dancing shoes!
 
Friday 31st July - Monday 3rd August
Healy's Bar, Ballycastle F26 C3X2
 
W: facebook.com/events/healys-bar-ballycastle/healyfest-live-music-
festival/1351723723386326/
 

Gráinne Uaile Harbour Fest
As part of this year’s packed Newport Gráinne Uaile Festival programme, organisers are
delighted to introduce Gráinne Uaile Harbour Fest – a dedicated live music event
bringing big names, crowd favourites and unforgettable performances to the heart of
Newport.
 
Taking place in a festival marquee from Friday 31st July to Sunday 2nd August, Harbour
Fest adds an exciting new dimension to a weekend already full of family events, children’s
activites, entertainment and festival traditions.
 
Tickets are limited, so book yours today: Newport Gráinne Uaile Festival | August Bank
Holiday Weekend
 

TarryFest Family Fun Weekend Summer 2026
Organisers are delighted to announce that planning is well underway for this year’s
TarryFest Weekend.
 
31st July - 2nd August
Dookinella, Achill Island
 
Please mark your calendars and save the date!
Bígí linn
 
This is a CASH ONLY event
 

Ballycroy Wild West Festival 2026
The 2026 Ballycroy Wild West Festival lineup has officially landed — and organisers
couldn’t be more excited! 
 
Get ready for a weekend packed with live music, great craic, and festival vibes in the
heart of Ballycroy.
 
July 31st-August 2nd
 
Follow Ballycroy Wild West Festival for more information.
 

Castlebar Music Festival
CASTLEBAR BECOMES CASTLEBRUCE!
 
The Boss is coming... well, his deputy is!
 
This August Bank Holiday Weekend, Castlebar Summer Fest is turning the volume all the
way up as Springsteen – A Tribute headlines our biggest FREE music weekend yet!
 
PLUS...
IE/DC – Ireland's No.1 AC/DC Tribute
Shane Cunningham
Blu & The Black Jacks
4th Wall Down
...and more to be announced!
 
Friday 31st July – Sunday 2nd August 2026
 
Main Event, Sun 2nd Hoban's Car Park, Castlebar
FREE ADMISSION
 
Castlebar Summer Fest is organised entirely by volunteers and only happens thanks to
the incredible support of local businesses and our community.
 
https://www.castlebarsummerfest.com
 

Bonniconlon Welcome Home Week 2026
The newly formed Bonniconlon Community Council is delighted to announce the
Welcome Home Week 2026, taking place from 31st July to 9th August.
 
The week-long festival celebrates everything that makes our community special, bringing
together families, neighbours, friends, and visitors for a packed programme of events.
From sporting activities, heritage walks, and creative play sessions to the famous
Bonniconlon Agricultural Show celebrating its 75th year, there is something for everyone
to enjoy.
 
Welcome Home Week is all about reconnecting with our community, celebrating local
traditions, and creating new memories together. Whether you're a lifelong resident,
returning home, or visiting the area, they look forward to welcoming you.
 
Keep an eye on the Bonniconlon Community Council Facebook and Instagram pages for
updates and event information. They hope to see you there!
Facebook - Bonniconlon Community Council
 
 

The Lewd Tunes – Inclusive Music Event for Adults with Additional Needs
The Ballygar Carnival Committee is delighted to be hosting a special inclusive music
event this summer for adults with additional needs.
 
Live at the Centre: The Lewd Tunes has been specifically designed to provide a
welcoming, accessible, and enjoyable afternoon out for adults with additional needs in a
safe and supportive environment.
 
The event will take place on Saturday, August 1st 2026 at the Mattie McDonagh Centre,
Ballygar, Co. Galway F42 V211 and will feature live music from The Lewd Tunes, a
dedicated quiet space, friendly volunteers available throughout the afternoon, and
therapy dog Winston. The venue is fully wheelchair accessible, with parking available
nearby and a drop-off point directly outside the entrance.
 
Event Details
Venue: Mattie McDonagh Centre, Ballygar
Doors Open: 2:00pm
Music Starts: 2:30pm
Finish: Approximately 4:00pm
Admission: €10
Carers: Free Entry
 
Ticket details: https://www.universe.com/events/the-lewd-tunes-ballygar-carnival-2026-
all-inclusive-music-event-tickets-6ZXK9H?ref=share-widget-buffer
 

Inishbiggle Island Summer Festival
The annual Inis Bigil Festival takes place every August Bank Holiday week on the
beautiful Inis Bigil island located between Achill Island and mainland Mayo.
 
Saturday August 1st - Monday August 3rd
 
The Festival is a celebration of traditional Island life and focuses on the wildlife and
natural beauty of the Island and its Heritage and Culture.
 
More: https://www.facebook.com/groups/inis.bigil
 

Bonniconlon Agricultural Show
On August Bank Holiday Monday 3rd, Bonniconlon Show takes place in the beautiful
Mayo and boasts a prize fund of up to €60,000.
 
Based in north Mayo, Bonniconlon is a quintessential rural village on the outskirts of
Ballina - a hospitable locality which opens its doors to over 30,000 people each year for
the one-day show event.

Famed for the Bank Holiday showcase, members of each annual show committee have
worked tirelessly to develop and expand its award-winning programme which since
2008, is held on 200 acres of specially-developed showgrounds.

With free parking, and free buses from parks to show, Bonniconlon Agricultural Show &
Gymkhana, has a jam-packed programme and prides itself on offering something of
interest to young and old.

Our show is more than just an exhibition of live-stock, farm produce, trade stands and
jumping - it is a family orientated event which coincides the August holiday period to
bring exiles and migratory workers back together - and in doing so, has become a
calendar staple throughout the west of Ireland and beyond.
 
More information: Bonniconlon Show
 

Urlaur Annual Pattern
Don't miss the highly anticipated festival returning to Aughadeffin this summer!
 
The Pattern of Urlaur is held in the ruins of Urlaur Abbey beside Loch Urlaur on Tuesday
the 4th August annually.
 
For more information, visit: https://www.urlaurcommunitypattern.ie/ or ring 086 812
9082.
 
Aughadeffin, F35 RK07
 

Wonders of the Wake
A rare opportunity to see the world’s greatest Irish Wake Show in Achill - where the
award-winning global showcase was born.
 
Achill island Sean Nós, music, poetry, laughter and song Stories from Ireland’s Wild
Atlantic Way Ireland’s greatest tradtional musicians.
 
Starring:
Acclaimed Sean Nós singer Caitríona Ní Cheannabháin
Internatonal Star Kate Heneghan
The fabulous Maggie Heneghan
Bardic Poet and BAFTA winner Kevin Toolis.
 
Produced and directed by BAFTA winner Kevin Toolis.
 
Tuesday 4th August
8pm
The Marquee, Pattens Bar Derreens
 
Tickets link:
https://www.ticketsource.com/thewonders
 

Féile Chill Damhnait - Kildownet Festival, Achill Island 
Féile Chill Damhnait is a 10 day community festival held in the Kildownet area of Achill
Island, Co Mayo. 

They are delighted to share that 2026 is their 10 Year Anniversary, and this year our dates
are 5-17th August 2026.

Over the past decade, the festival has grown into a highlight of the summer calendar,
offering events suitable for all the family and bringing together the local community and
visitors alike.

They provide a wide variety of events, such as their ever popular Ladies Day, Fun Run,
local Musical, Family Fun Day, Bingo, Achill Beg Day, local talks, plenty live music and
entertainment for everyone. (Due to high demand, Achill Beg Day is sold out.)

There is something for everyone at Féile Chill Damhnait, keep an eye on their social
media https://www.instagram.com/feile_chill_damhnait/  and
https://www.facebook.com/Cilldamhnait 
 

Abbeytown/Abbeyview Residence Association Family Fun Day
On Saturday, the 8th of August 2026, the Abbeytown/Abbeyview Resident’s Association,
in Crossmolina (F26 X293) are hosting their Annual Family Fun Day, with BBQ, Sports,
Bouncy Castles, Face Painting, Arts & Crafts, Bee Keeper, Ballycroy National Park,
Kiltimagh Pet Farm and more in the estate. 
 
This an ideal way for families in the community to come together, to mingle and have
some well-deserved fun. Fun starts at 1:00pm - finishes at 5:00pm…. FREE Entry, though
Donations Are Welcome on the day and FREE Parking..
 
CHILDREN MUST BE SUPERVISED AT ALL TIMES.
 
With all this in mind, bring all the family for a GREAT day of entertainment, fun, food and
craic.
 

Bangor Erris Sheep Fair
Organisers look forward to welcoming everyone back on Saturday, 8th August for the
Annual Bangor Erris Sheep Fair and Traditional Fair Day! 
 
Join them for a fantastic day celebrating the very best of our community, with local
farmers, craftspeople, businesses, performers, and machinery displays all coming
together to showcase the rich culture and heritage of the area.
 
The fair is a celebration of local talent, sustainable farming, community pride, and
tradition. Whether you're visiting for the livestock, crafts, entertainment, or simply to
enjoy the atmosphere, there’s something for everyone.
 
Come along and help make it a day to remember. They can't wait to see you there!
 

Geesala Festival
Immerse yourself in the lively atmosphere of the Geesala Festival 2026, taking place from
August 8th to August 16th.
 
Delight in music, enjoy thrilling beach races, children’s entertainment and culinary
delights. Explore local crafts and arts. It promises to be a week packed with
entertainment for all the family.
 
For the full schedule of events, festival news and updates visit their Festival Facebook
Page.
 

Belcarra Sports Day
Save The Date: Belcarra's Annual Sports Day will take place on the 9th of August.
 
They will also have their town-lands tug a war competition!
 
Get your teams ready! Will your town land take home the prize?!
 
As always Belcarra Sports Day will have something for everyone. Stay tuned for more
info closer to the time: https://www.facebook.com/belcarra.ie
 

Belmullet Festival 2026
Belmullet Festival returns from bringing a week of community celebration, family
entertainment, culture and festive atmosphere to the heart of Erris.
 
August 9th - August 16th
 
Visitors can look forward to two of the festival’s most popular events, Belmullet Heritage
Day on Tuesday 11th August and Lá an Logha (Fair Day) on Saturday 15th August,
both showcasing the rich traditions, heritage and community spirit of the region.
 
With live entertainment, family-friendly activities and plenty of opportunities to
experience the unique character of Belmullet, the festival remains one of the highlights
of the summer calendar along the Wild Atlantic Way. 
 
For updates, follow Belmullet Festival – Féile Bhéal an Mhuirthead on social media or
email: whatsoninbelmullet@gmail.com
 

Killala Festival
Save the dates!!!
 
Killala’s annual festival will be held from the 12th to the 16th August – more to follow.
 
With activities such as Bingo, Dance Workshop, Car Treasure Hunt, Food and Craft
Market, Ball Run, and of course, Tommy Fleming in concert, there something for
everyone!
 
More: Killala Live Events
 

Killala Live Events Present Tommy Fleming in Concert
Killala Live Festival are delighted to announce that Tommy Fleming will be live in
Concert on Saturday 15th August in St Patrick's Cathedral Killala at 8:30pm.
 
Pre-Sale of Tickets will take place from 7pm to 8:30pm on Monday the 6th of July at
Killala Community Centre (Cash only please).
 
This is strictly a "first come, first served" event, as tickets are limited.
 

Lahardane Harvest Fair
The 15th of August and Lahardane Harvest Fair 2026 is fast approaching and this year is
even more special as it’s the 40th Anniversary of the Parents Council involvement with
the Fair Day in Lahardane.
 
They have a jam packed list of festivities in store!
 
Social Dancing night in the Community Centre on Friday the 14th
Fair Day on Saturday the 15th
The Traders Race on Sunday the 16th
 
More details will be posted shortly on all the events!
 
In the meantime save the date and follow and share the page: lahardanefair.ie - A Day to
Remember, A Heritage to Celebrate
or https://www.facebook.com/LahardaneHarvestFair
 
Contact organisers for any enquiries: lahardaneparentscouncil@gmail.com
 

Balla Summer Market
Calling all local makers, growers, bakers, creators and small businesses!
 
Balla's Summer Market is back on Saturday, 15th August from 11am–3pm, and they'd
love for you to be part of it!
 
Whether you create handmade crafts, grow seasonal produce, bake delicious treats,
make pantry favourites, grow flowers and plants, or create goodies for our furry friends,
they'd love to welcome you.
 
Last year's market was a wonderful celebration of community and supporting local. This
year, let's make it even bigger and better together!
 
To book a stall, contact Balla Community Resources Development on 087 185 0860.
 
Together, let's make this our best Summer Market yet!
 

Echoes of Aughagower Heritage Day
Save the date for Echoes of Aughagower – Heritage Day on Sunday, 16th August,
celebrating the rich history, heritage and community spirit of Aughagower.

The event begins at 3.00pm in the Aughagower Community Centre, where award-
winning RTÉ News presenter Ray Kennedy will officially launch the new Aughagower
Heritage Trail website.
 
Visitors can explore the trail through QR codes located throughout the village, providing
instant access to historical information, maps, photographs, audio recordings and videos,
making our local heritage accessible to everyone.
 
From 4.00pm, the celebrations continue throughout the village with heritage exhibitions,
traditional crafts and demonstrations, local history displays, music and entertainment,
children's activities, food and refreshments, and the exciting live lifting of the
Clochundra stone by professional strongmen.
 
Whether you're interested in history, culture, or simply looking for a fun family
afternoon, there is something for everyone to enjoy.
 
Admission is free, and everyone is warmly welcome to discover Aughagower's past,
celebrate its present, and help preserve its heritage for future generations.
 
T: 086 8377538
E: aughagowertidytownshv@gmail.com
W: facebook.com/profile.php?id=100088016221576
 

Foxford Riverfest 2026
Riverfest 2026 is a go! Thanks to the fabulous community response to their appeal for
more organisers/planners/leaders/ideas Foxford is a Go for Riverfest 21-22 August
2026!
 
They've a load of bands wanting to play on their amazing stage, lots of new ideas for
Children's activities, Candles to the Sea getting sorted for the Friday and stall holders
lining up for the Saturday.
 
Organisers will need lots of helpers on the weekend - Marshalls, lifters and carriers,
lantern carries and drummers for the parade - full details to follow.
 
And most important - funding! They're late getting started so its more important than
ever that they get some donations going, large or small it all helps.
 
Please check out their new iDonate page and look out for their bucket collection and
(hopefully!) upcoming pub quiz.
https://www.idonate.ie/event/foxfordriverfest2026
 
Thanks again to the Community of Foxford - this year its all about the Community.
 

Swinford Agricultural Show
Swinford Agricultural Show day is on Sunday 23rd August at the Tony Gleeson Farm at
Cullane, Swinford. Just off the main N5 Castlebar road. Eircode : F12 NX86.
 
There really is something for everybody at this years show, including Home Industries,
Photography, Pets Corner, Craft Village, Bonny Baby, Face Painting, Dog Show, Potato
Picking/Turf Footing. Cattle, Sheep, Horse & Poultry classes. Junior classes and lots of
other side attractions.
 
There will be a dance competition with Live Music throughout the day.
 
Free shuttle bus from Swinford town.
Show schedule & entry forms at: https://swinfordagrishow.net/
 

Summer Country With the Stars
Summer Country With The Stars Featuring: Declan Nerney & Band, Mick Flavin, TR
Dallas, John Glenn & John Hogan Get ready for a night of unforgettable music as Summer
Country With The Stars comes to Claremorris Town Hall Theatre on Friday, 28th August
2026.
 
This spectacular show brings together five of Ireland’s best-loved country performers for
one incredible evening of live entertainment. Headlining the night is Declan Nerney and
his band, renowned for their high-energy performances and timeless country hits that
always have audiences on their feet. Joining him are fan favourites Mick Flavin, TR
Dallas, John Glenn and John Hogan – each a household name in Irish country music, with
decades of chart-topping songs and packed dancefloors behind them.
 
From heartfelt ballads to lively, toe-tapping classics, this show promises something for
every country music fan. Whether you’ve followed these stars for years or simply love
the sound of great live country, you can expect outstanding musicianship, warm stage
presence and a feel-good atmosphere from start to finish.
 
With five super acts all on one stage, Summer Country With The Stars is more than a
concert – it’s a celebration of Irish country at its very best. Early booking is strongly
advised to avoid disappointment.
 
Secure your seats now and get ready for a fantastic night at Claremorris Town Hall
Theatre: Summer Country With The Stars - townhall.ie
 

Cycle of Hope - Mizen to Malin Challenge
September 6th to 11th
 
World Suicide Prevention Day, September 10th, is a global reminder that suicide
prevention is everyone’s business. It is a day to raise awareness, challenge stigma and
encourage conversations that can save lives.
 
This year’s theme, “Changing the Narrative on Suicide,” calls on all of us to replace silence
with understanding, stigma with compassion, and isolation with connection. By creating
a culture where people feel safe to talk and seek help, we can give hope to those who may
be struggling.
 
To mark World Suicide Prevention Day, Cycle Against Suicide invites you to join our
Cycle of Hope: Mizen to Malin Challenge, taking place from 6th-11th September. (Travel
days Saturday 5th & 12th).
 
Whether you ride for a day, a few days or the full journey, you will be part of a powerful
movement bringing communities together, supporting those impacted by suicide and
promoting help seeking behaviour.
 
Register today: https://eventmaster.ie/event/RK6KuL5h76/bORlUr1sQ
 

Westport Festival of Chamber Music 2026
Established in 2013, Westport Festival of Chamber Music is a boutique festival
presenting the best in Chamber Music performed by the finest of musicians from Ireland
and around the world.

What makes this festival rather special and sets it apart from most chamber music
festivals is that their fifteen or so musicians stay in Westport for a week to work on their
chosen pieces, eating meals together, rehearsing in and around the town, also in some of
our patron's lovely homes. This encourages deep musical bonds and friendships that go
beyond the performances we hear at the end of the week; it also creates a musical
intimacy and allows for real spontaneity to occur on stage, after having spent a relaxed
and quality time together.
 
Westport Festival of Chamber Music will take place from the 10th to the 13th of
September, 2026.
 
The full programme can be seen
here: https://www.westportchambermusic.ie/programme.php
 

Mayo Culture Night 2026
 
Culture Night / Oíche Chultúir returns on Friday, 18th September 2026.
 
Stay tuned for more information: https://www.facebook.com/MayoCultureNight
 
Events in Mayo • Culture Night
 

Céide Coast Atlantic Run 2026
Saturday 19th September 2026 at 12pm
This beautiful scenic Céide Coast Atlantic Run, hosted by Ballycastle Athletic Club, Co.
Mayo takes you along the wild, rugged North Mayo Céide Coast, where you’ll encounter
iconic landmarks such as the Céide Fields Visitor Centre, the breathtaking Céide cliffs,
Ballycastle beach and Dún Briste (The Broken Fort), our famous sea-stack at
Downpatrick Head.
 
You’ll also get to enjoy the warm Ballycastle welcome and a hearty spread post-race.
 
Each entrant will receive their own uniquely designed medal and souvenir tech top, but
the memories you’ll make in North Mayo will stay with you forever. 
 
Gentle reminder to book your entry ASAP  *Booking Link Below :*
https://eventmaster.ie/event/BOEYC23c8j
 

Mental Health Peer Support Programme
Cycle Against Suicide are delighted to announce new dates for their Mental Health Peer-
support training programme this Autumn free of charge.
This peer-support programme sets out to educate senior personnel and team leads on
how stress and mental health problems can affect their employees. It is designed for
companies to not only prevent mental ill health but to integrate mental health and
wellbeing into all parts of the workplace.
 
This training is delivered over two full days 9.30am to 5pm and accredits 13.5 CPD
points.
There are 2 full-day, 9.30am-5pm, live online training taking place on the following dates:
Mon 21 & Tues 22 September
Wed 21 & Thurs 22 October
Wed 18 & Thurs 19 November
 
If you or any your colleagues would like to join this training, please follow this link to
register and choose the date that suits
best: https://www.cycleagainstsuicide.com/workplace-wellbeing-peer-support-
programme/
 
Alternatively, Cycle Against Suicide can organise a training specifically for your group
(min of 10 and a max 15 participants) at a date that suits you. This can be inhouse, live
online or a combination of the two.
 

Sin & Tonic by Fiona Hoban
The Unmasked Players present SIN & TONIC by Fiona Hoban A sudden death sends
shockwaves through a quiet village, shaking its close-knit community to the core.
 
Neighbours rally together for the traditional Irish wake. At first, it’s an evening of shared
grief and cups of tea. But the calm is short-lived with the arrival of an unexpected visitor.
What follows is a cascade of revelations that threatens to unravel the very fabric of the
community. Old wounds are reopened, secrets once hidden come into the light and
truths long buried are finally heard.
 
As the night unfolds – and the alcohol flows – loyalties are tested, identities questioned,
and fault lines show. By the time the deceased is taken to their final resting place, nothing
—and no one—will ever be quite the same again.
 
Sin & Tonic promises a potent mix of high drama, razor-sharp wit, and dark humour,
delivering a powerful and compelling night of theatre.
 
Get your tickets now before they sell out! (The play touches on the subject of suicide;
viewer discretion is advised for anyone sensitive to the subject). Doors: 7.00pm | Show:
8.00pm | Full Bar
 
September 26 @ 08:00 pm

Cost: €20 General Admission | €18 Concession – Senior Citizens
Tickets: https://townhall.ie/event/sin-tonic-the-unmasked-players/
 

Ranganna Damhsa Seit (Set Dancing Classes)
Pobal Ghaeilge Acla invites everyone to Ranganna Damhsa Seit (Set Dancing Classes)
every Tuesday at 8pm in Ted’s Bar & Restaurant, Achill Sound.
 
Whether you’re a complete beginner or have danced before, everyone is welcome. Come
along for a great night of music, dancing and fun.
 
Ted’s Bar
Every Tuesday at 8pm
All welcome
⸻
Gaeilge
 
Bígí réidh do na bróga damhsa!
 
Tá Pobal Ghaeilge Acla ag eagrú Ranganna Damhsa Seit gach Máirt ag 8.00i.n. i mBar &
Bialann Ted.
 
Cibé acu atá tú i do thosaitheoir nó má tá taithí agat ar dhamhsa seit, tá fáilte roimh
chách. Tar isteach le haghaidh oíche iontach ceoil, damhsa agus craic.
 
Teds
Gach Máirt ag 8.00i.n.
Fáilte roimh chách
 

Ballyhaunis Community Garden
Let's Grow Together!
 
Ballyhaunis Community Garden are looking for new members with a love of gardening
and nature!
 
Do you want to join us in re-creating our community garden?
 
They have plans to develop...
A food forest
A pond
A Wildflower meadow
Mindfulness areas and more!
 
If you want to find our more, pop in on Wednesdays from 2-4pm or Saturdays/Sundays.
 
The garden is situated behind Ballyhaunis Family Resource Centre, F35 PF60
 

Shine Mental Health Support Groups - Ballina
Shine offers mental health support groups for anyone
experiencing mental illness or mental ill health.
 
These groups connect people together in a safe, supportive space
where they can share their experience.
 
The organisation now operates two different support groups in
Ballina, Co Mayo.
 
There is a peer support group for people who experience mental
health challenges or mental illness who would like to meet others
for peer support in a safe, facilitated group to explore recovery.
This group meets fortnightly in Ballina town on Thursday
evenings from 7-8.30pm.
 
The second group is a relatives’ and supporters’ group that meets
in Ballina town on the first Tuesday of every month from 7-
8.30pm.
 
If you are a family member or friend who supports someone with
mental illness or mental health challenges then come along to this
safe, facilitated monthly group to meet other peers in a similar
situation.
 
New members are welcome to both of these groups.
You can sign up for your group or choice or find out more via the
following contacts: T:086 040
7701/W: https://shine.ie/E: Support@Shine.ie
 

Mayo College – Part Time Courses September 2026
Mayo College of Further Education & Training currently have places available on the
courses outlined in the document linked to below.
 
Applications can be submitted online via Home – FET Course Hub or by contacting their
office at 096 71652.
 
Course listing: Mayo College Part Time Course List North Mayo September 2026
 

Social Enterprise and Community Development BA Degree Courses
Applications Now Open! – September 2026 Courses through Equal Ireland
 
Equal Ireland are delighted to announce that applications are now open for September
2026 enrolment for their TUS accredited programmes in Social Enterprise & Community
Development.
 
– SUSI funding is available for eligible applicants –
 
Courses Available:
• Year 1 – Certificate in Enterprise & Community Development (Level 6 ATU accredited)
– Start date TBC
• Year 2 – Higher Certificate in Social Enterprise & Community Development (Level 6)
• Year 3 – BA in Social Enterprise & Community Development (Level 7)
• Year 4 – BA (Hons) in Social Enterprise & Community Development (Level 8 )
 
Course Information:
For full course details please visit:
https://www.equalireland.ie/courses-list-grid/
 

QQI Level 6: Manufacturing Technician Traineeship, Mayo College of FET, Ballina
Campus
The Manufacturing Technician Traineeship (QQI Level 6) is taking place in Ballina
Training Centre. It’s a 9-month programme, with 3 months spent on work placement,
giving you valuable hands-on industry experience alongside your classroom learning.
 
Start Date: 16/11/2026
End Date: 01/10/2027
 
The course runs Monday to Thursday from 8:30am to 3:45pm, and Fridays from 8:30am
to 12:45pm.
 
While no course can guarantee employment, this traineeship has an excellent track
record of helping learners progress into manufacturing careers, with many graduates
moving directly into employment with local companies.
 
If you’re currently receiving a Social Welfare payment, you’ll continue to receive financial
support while attending the course through the training allowance, subject to your
eligibility.
 
By the end of the programme, you’ll achieve a QQI Level 6 qualification, which is a highly
respected qualification and a great stepping stone into employment or further education
within the manufacturing and engineering sectors.
 
More info and to apply: Home – FET Course Hub
 

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES

SPAR EUROSPAR Team Ireland Community Fund
SPAR and EUROSPAR, proud partners of Team Ireland, are delighted to launch the Team
Ireland Community Fund – a €60,000 fund designed to support local sports clubs across
Ireland. We’re looking for clubs that are Hungry for Success – groups that are making a
real difference in their communities and could benefit from funding to help them go
further.
 
A total fund of €60,000 is available, with 30 clubs set to receive €2,000 each.
 
Application deadline: Wednesday 8th July 2026 at 11.59pm
 
More information and to apply: https://www.spar.ie/communityfund/
 

Local Environmental Action Fund (LEAF)
Mayo County Council invites applications from Tidy Towns and Voluntary Groups
undertaking similar activities (e.g. residents associations) for the Local Environmental
Action Fund. (LEAF)
 
The IPB Insurance & Local Government Ireland Community Fund, also known as the
Local Environmental Action Fund (LEAF), is a national partnership between IPB
Insurance and all 31 local authorities and is being made available to local Tidy Towns,
Residents’ Associations and Voluntary Groups undertaking similar activities that support
community-led projects focused on environmental enhancement, biodiversity and
climate action.
 
Grant awards can range from €1000 up to €25,000, subject to the scale of the project.
 
Completed Applications must be emailed to climateaction@mayococo.ie by 4pm Friday
July 10th 2026.
 
For scheme guidelines and applications, visit: https://www.mayo.ie/environment/climate-
action/leaf-fund
 

Community Centre Investment Fund
The Community Centre Investment Fund is now open.
 
Funding is available under 2 categories:
Category 1: Small scale projects and improvements to facilities- €10,000 - €25,000
Category 2: Large scale projects: €25,001 - €100,000
 
On May 29th 2026, the portal for applications will go live. Applicants can also register in
advance of this date.
 
In the meantime, to make sure your application is filled out correctly, with all relevant
details included, Department of Rural and Community Development and the Gaeltacht
are running a series of info sessions and weekly check ins.
 
The weekly check-in dates and all other relevant details can be found by searching gov.ie
and Community Centre Investment Fund.
 
Applications will close on 13th July 2026.
 

First Choice Credit Union Community Fund
Great news for local clubs, groups, charities and community organisations!
 
First Choice Credit Union has extended the closing date for applications to their **2026
Community Fund** until **Friday, 17th July 2026**
 
If your organisation is planning a project that will benefit your local community, there’s
still time to apply for funding and make a difference.
 
To apply, and for further info, go to:
https://www.firstchoicecreditunion.ie/more/community-fund
 
Don’t miss this opportunity to secure support for your community project! T&Cs apply.
 

Water Heritage Grants Scheme 2026
 Local Authority Waters Programme (LAWPRO) Small Grants and Events Scheme is now
open for applications for funding for projects related to Water Heritage Day 2026 only.

€30,000 in grant funding is available through the Water Heritage Grants Scheme 2026
for community-led events and initiatives that celebrate local water heritage and promote
awareness of water quality. Events will be held during Heritage Week 2026.

 You must contact your local Community Water Officer before making an application.

Contact details for LAWPRO’s Community Water Officers can be found
here: https://bit.ly/3ZJGvR5

 Apply for funding: https://bit.ly/4vBQXrQ

 Closing date for applications: Monday 20th July 2026 at 5pm.

To run a Heritage Week event, applicants must register the event on the Heritage Week
website: https://bit.ly/4wdwTvN

This scheme is funded by the Department of Housing, Local Government and
Heritage and administered by LAWPRO.
 

Mayo County Arts Service Culture Night Event Fund 2026
Applications are welcomed from not-for-profit organisations, local community groups,
arts, heritage and cultural groups, venues, and societies to apply for funding for Culture
Night 2026, taking place on September 18th.
 
The closing date for receipt of funding applications is 5pm on Wednesday 22nd July
2026.
 
More: https://www.mayo.ie/news/Culture-Night-2026-Funding
 

Full Circle Awards 2026
Nominations are now open for the Full Circle Awards, an innovative initiative
celebrating everyday people across Ireland who repair, reuse and refurbish rather than
discard.
 
The awards recognise ordinary individuals making an extraordinary impact through
circular living, with the public invited to nominate local champions across six categories.
 
Winners receive a €2,000 prize, a handcrafted trophy made from upcycled materials, and
promotion through Circular.ie, social media and press coverage.
 
Full guidelines and the nomination form are available at circular.ie/full-circle-awards-
2026, with submissions closing 24 July.
 

Rural Regeneration and Development Fund (RRDF)
Minister for Rural and Community Development and the Gaeltacht, Dara Calleary TD,
has opened applications in respect of a Category 1 Call for Proposals under the Rural
Regeneration and Development Fund (RRDF).
 
Funded under Project Ireland 2040, the Rural Regeneration and Development Fund is a
key measure directly supporting the objectives of Our Rural Future and the Town Centre
First policy.
 
The key focus of this Call is to support projects that can revitalise our rural towns and
villages, providing the necessary facilities and infrastructure in settlements to assist in
attracting people to live, work and invest in rural areas while aiming to ensure that rural
towns, villages and communities can prosper in the years ahead.
 
The closing date for the receipt of proposals is 12pm on 28 July 2026. More information
on the Rural Regeneration and Development Fund is available HERE
 

Building Blocks Extension Scheme Phase 2
Minister for Children, Disability and Equality Norma Foley has announced the opening
of a €10 million capital funding scheme to deliver a significant number of additional early
learning and childcare places.
 
The Building Blocks Extension Scheme Phase 2 will provide grants for community and
private early learning and childcare services who are Core Funding partner services to
increase their capacity by means of extensions to their existing premises.
 
The closing date for applications is 31 July 2026. This will ensure that all applicants have
sufficient time to engage with their design teams and their solicitors prior to the closing
date. The outcome of the appraisal process will be communicated to services in
September 2026.
 
Full details here
 
Photo source: https://www.facebook.com/DeptCDE
 

Mayo County Council Film Bursary Award
The Mayo County Council Film Bursary Award is a once-off award of €15,000 offered by
Mayo County Council and Film Mayo to commission an original film by a Mayo-based
filmmaker or filmmaking team.

Applications are now open until Friday July 31st.

More information and to apply: https://www.mayo.ie/arts/funding/film-bursary

Arts and Disability Connect  2026
Round Two
Open: Monday 10th August 2026
Closing: Tuesday 29th September 2026
 
The Arts and Disability Connect scheme is designed to support artists with disabilities to
be ambitious, to develop their practice and to connect with arts organisations and arts
professionals in the Republic of Ireland.
 
Guidelines and other resources can be found below. If you have questions about the
scheme, please email connect@adiarts.ie.
 
Arts and Disability Connect funding | Artists | Arts & Disability Ireland
 

Sláintecare Healthy Communities Once-Off Transport Grant Scheme
The Sláintecare Healthy Communities Programme is delighted to announce the launch of
the Once-Off Transport Grant Scheme for 2026, in partnership with TFI Local Link Mayo.
This unique funding scheme of €25,000 is designed to break down transport barriers and
improve access to vital health and wellbeing services for communities experiencing
higher levels of deprivation and social isolation across Mayo.
 
Scheme guidelines: https://mayoppn.ie/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Slaintecare-LLM-
once-off-grant-scheme-guidelines-2026.pdf

Application Form: https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?
src=https%3A%2F%2Fmayoppn.ie%2Fwp-
content%2Fuploads%2F2026%2F05%2FSlaintecare-LLM-once-off-grant-application-
form_2026.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
 
All travel must take place before October 31st, 2026.
 

LEADER Programme
LEADER is a community-led approach to local development funded through Ireland’s
CAP Strategic Plan 2023 – 2027.
 
It has been operating in Ireland since its commencement in 1991 and has evolved
through five successive programming periods to become a key intervention within EU
rural development policy.
 
LEADER supports private enterprises and community groups who improve the quality of
life and economic activity in rural areas. It is delivered by a network of Local Action
Groups (LAGs) selected to implement Local Development Strategies for their respective
geographical areas.
 
For more information and to apply for funding, visit: LEADER Local Action Groups -
Contact Details
 

Mother and Baby Institutions Payment Scheme
The Mother and Baby Institutions Payment Scheme provides financial payments and
health supports to people who spent time as mothers or children in Mother and Baby or
County Home Institutions in the Republic of Ireland.
 
The Scheme recognises the deep and lasting impact of these experiences and is delivered
with a commitment to kindness, sensitivity and respect.
 
Applications are now open. Further information on eligibility, supports available and
how to apply is available at Mother and Baby Institutions Payment Scheme or by calling
+353 (0)1 5229992.
 
View information leaflet here: Attachment 1-MotherBaby_Information_Leaflet_EN_2025
 

NEWS FROM THE

MAYO COUNTY COUNCIL 

Current Vacancies
Mayo County Council are currently setting up panels for the positions of:
 
- Executive Technician (Civil)
- Senior Executive Technician
- Temporary Executive Architect
 
Deadline for applications is Thursday July 16th
 
Full particulars and application form can be found here: http://mayo.ie/careers/current-
vacancies
 

48 Clubs & Organisations allocated €32,400 in Club Development funding from Mayo
Sports Partnership
At a recent Mayo Sports Partnership Committee meeting €32,400 was allocated to 48
clubs / community organisations in Mayo through the Partnerships 2026 Club
Development Small grant scheme. This significant support is only possible through Sport
Ireland and Dormant Account funding. Caitheoirleach of Mayo County Council Cllr Sean
Carey joined Mayo Sports Partnership Chairperson Lyndon Jones to announce the
allocations recently with both congratulating all organisations on their great work
promoting sport / physical activity in the community.
 
To be eligible for support all applicants needed to be a community or voluntary club /
group. A full listing of those in receipt of funding can be found by logging on to the Sports
Partnerships website at https://www.mayo.ie/sportspartnership or see attached.
 
Any further information on the above can be obtained by contacting Mayo Sports
Partnership at 094 9064360 or by emailing msp@mayococo.ie
Full list of grant recipients: 2026 Club Development Grants – List of Recipients
 
Photo: Foxford Table Tennis Club one of the recipients of the Mayo Sports Partnerships
2026 Club Development Small Grant Scheme
 

Ballyhaunis Transport Study Results
The consultation period for this early engagement transport study concluded on
1st April 2026. Thanks to all who participated.
 
Below is a summary report on the submissions received, details of which are also
available to view on https://consult.mayo.ie
 
Ballyhaunis Transport Study_Early Engagement _Submissions Report
 
A further consultation period will be held on Ballyhaunis Transport Study, the details of
which will be circulated in due course.
 

Local Authority Integration Team (LAIT) Connect
The Local Authority Integration Team aims to support people new to Mayo to integrate
into Ireland. They guide people to access services they require to integrate into the
community.
 
LAIT Connect is new free drop-in service offering advice and information for
International Protection Applicants, those with Status, Programme Refugees and
Beneficiaries of Temporary Protection.
 
Need support on education, employment, well-being and integration - pop in to the clinic
or e-mail integration@mayococo.ie
 

Minister Calleary Launches Community Projects on Inishturk Island
Mayo Sports Partnership and Council staff enjoyed a great day on Inishturk with
Minister Dara Calleary.
 
Minister Calleary launched a number community projects including the Corraun Beach
rails and steps improvement works which was supported through the Healthy Ireland
Outdoor Infrastructure Grant Scheme.
 
Congratulations to all the Inishturk community on a fantastic day.
 

Mayo Tourism Photography Competition Launched
The Tourism Section of Mayo County Council is delighted to announce a brand-new
competition.
 
Photography enthusiasts are invited to unleash their creativity by submitting
photographs of their favourite ‘Mayo Moments’. Those moments could be a favourite
place, walk, event, heritage location or landscape and be in with a chance of featuring in
the 2027 Mayo Moments Tourism Calander.
 
Photos can be anything from, e.g. a winter coastline, events and festivals, summer
colours, walking trails, your favourite hidden place in Mayo.
 
Selected winning photographs will feature in the 2027 “Mayo Moments” Tourism
Calendar.  Featured photos on calendar will also receive €100.
 
More information and to enter the competition: Mayo Tourism Photography
Competition
 

Outgoing Cathaoirleach, Cllr Sean Carey, Welcomes Sisters of Charity of St. Augustine,
Cleveland
A warm welcome was extended to a delegation from the Sisters of Charity of St.
Augustine, Cleveland, during their recent visit to Mayo.
 
A highlight of the meeting was the presentation of a Cathaoirleach’s Award by Outgoing
Cathaoirleach, Cllr Sean Carey.
 
The award was presented posthumously in the Diaspora Achievement category to Sr
Ignatia Gavin, in recognition of her pioneering work in addiction medicine.
 
The award was accepted on her behalf by Sr Judith Ann Karam and Sr Catherine Walsh
 

Prime Minister of Canada Mark Carney Visits Aughagower and Westport
Outgoing Cathaoirleach Sean Carey was delighted to present a civic scroll to Prime
Minister of Canada Mark Carney at the civic reception in Westport on Sunday the 14th
of June. 
 

Men’s Health Week – 15th to 21st of June
To mark Men’s Health Week 2026, a number of public events were held across Mayo.
 
This year’s theme was “One Step At A Time” – progress, not perfection.
 
Why focus on men’s health?
While many men are living healthier and longer lives in recent years, challenges remain.
Men continue to experience higher rates of premature mortality compared to females
across the leading causes of death.
 
But Men’s Health Week is not just about raising awareness of preventable health
problems for males, it’s about recognising and building on progress. Across Ireland, men
are taking positive steps to improve their health every day in workplaces, Men’s Sheds,
health centres, communities, sports clubs, families and friendships. By creating
supportive environments and practical opportunities, we can help more men take action,
not only adding years to life, but life to years.
 
Check out some of the highlights from Claremorris Family Resource Centre's successful
"One Step at a Time" event on Friday the 19th of June:
MEN'S HEALTH WEEK 2026 - Claremorris Highlights
 

Mayo Celebrates Refugee Week 2026
Mayo celebrated Refugee Week (15th to 21st June) with several events, under the
national theme of ‘Courage’.
 
Through a collective programme of community events and culture, sports and
educational activities alongside awareness raising, Refugee Week brought people from
different backgrounds together to foster a deeper understanding of why people are
displaced and the challenges they face when seeking safety and celebrate communities
who welcome them.
 
The events were organised and coordinated by the range of stakeholders including
Integration Section of Mayo County Council, South West Mayo Development Company,
Mayo North East Leader Partnership, Mayo Sports Partnership, Local Libraries, Linenhall
Arts Centre, Mayo Arts Service and others.
 

Ash for Future Launch
Mayo County Council in partnership with UCD and Teagasc are working towards
developing a Citizen Science experiment in Mayo.
 
The project ‘Ash for Future’ is an ongoing nationwide research initiative that seeks to
identify healthy ash trees, with the aim of gathering plant materials from them, cloning
them and creating a disease-tolerant future gene bank.
 
More: https://www.mayo.ie/news/Ash-Dieback-Survey
 

Castlebar Municipal District Annual General Meeting
The Annual General Meeting of Castlebar Municipal District took place on Wednesday
the 24th of June.
 
Cllr. Ger Deere has been elected as Cathaoirleach of Castlebar M.D. for the coming year
with Cllr. Cyril Burke elected as Leas Cathaoirleach
 

Your Council Day 2026
Supporting communities every day takes partnership, people and commitment.
 
As part of #YourCouncilDay, 26th of June 2026, Mayo County Council were proud to
shine a light on the services they provide, the work their staff is involved with and some
of the highlights from the last year.
 

Mayo County Council Annual General Meeting
The Annual General Meeting of Mayo County Council took place on Friday June 26th.
 
Cllr. John Caulfield was elected as Cathaoirleach of Mayo County Council for the coming
year, taking over from Cllr. Sean Carey.
 
Cllr. Gerry Coyle has been elected as Leas-Cathaoirleach
 

Cathaoirleach Of Westport Belmullet Municipal District Officially Opens The New
Abbvie Greenway Link Project
Cathaoirleach of Westport Belmullet Municipal District, Cllr. Peter Flynn officially
opened The AbbVie Greenway Link Project on Monday the 29th of June.
 
This project represents a significant step forward in Mayo County Councils ongoing
commitment to creating safer, more accessible, and more connected communities. The
delivery of new Greenway infrastructure at Carrowbeg has not only improved the overall
route but has also makes the Greenway link safer and more inclusive for users of all ages
and abilities.
 
More information: Mayo | Cathaoirleach Of Westport Belmullet Municipal District
Officially Opens The New Abbvie Greenway Link Project
 

Mayo County Library Summer Stars Book Review Competition
The countdown is on to a very exciting competition happening this summer here in Mayo
Libraries.
 
Between the 14th of July and the 14th of August, they will be running a Summer Stars
Book Review Competition.
 
This year they have some amazing prizes to be won, all thanks to the support of their very
generous sponsors
 

Road Closure Notice
Notice is hereby given that it is the intention of Mayo County Council to temporarily
close select roads in Newport between July 30th and August 6th to facilitate Newport
Grainne Uaile Festival 2026.

Details: https://www.mayo.ie/news/NoI-Newport-Grainne-Uaile-2026
 

Identification of Bathing Waters
Mayo County Council are inviting people who swim at beaches, lakes and rivers to help
identify areas that should maintain existing bathing waters designations and areas that
are commonly used for swimming but not identified at present.
 
Closing Date: Sept. 26th
 
More info: https://ow.ly/1kbX50Z80sH
 

NEWS FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF
RURAL & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

AND THE GAELTACHT

Minister Calleary announces increase in payment to Gaeltacht households providing
accommodation for students
The Minister for Rural and Community Development and the Gaeltacht, Dara Calleary
TD, has today announced an increase in the subsidy payable to recognised households
providing accommodation for students under the Irish Language Learners Scheme.
 
The subsidy, paid under the Department’s Irish Language Learners Scheme to recognised
households, will increase by €1.50 per student, per night. An additional €1.50 per
student, per night will also be paid to hostels/residential colleges recognised to provide
accommodation under the scheme.
 
The announcement by Minister Calleary will increase the subsidy for eligible households
from €14.50 to €16 per night and from €10.50 to €12 in the case of Gaeltacht
hostels/residential colleges recognised under the scheme.
 
More: Minister Calleary announces increase in payment to Gaeltacht families providing
accommodation for students
 

Minister Calleary Announces Funding for Management of Croagh Patrick Path
Minister for Rural and Community Development and the Gaeltacht, Dara Calleary TD, on
Monday, 18 May 2026, announced funding of €42,000 from his Department towards
supporting the maintenance and management of the restored Croagh Patrick path for
2026.
 
‘Embracing Ireland’s Outdoors’, Ireland’s national outdoor recreation strategy, aims to
develop and manage our outdoor resources in a sustainable manner. Following on from a
similar collaboration in 2025, this project sees the Department of Rural and Community
Development and the Gaeltacht, Mayo County Council and the Croagh Patrick
Stakeholder Forum come together to fund the essential path maintenance and
management costs for 2026.
 
More: Minister Calleary announces funding for management of Croagh Patrick path
 

Minister Calleary announces over €485,000 to upgrade walking and hiking trails across
rural Ireland
Minister for Rural and Community Development and the Gaeltacht, Dara Calleary TD, on
Thursday, 21 May 2026, announced further investment of over €485,000 for 52 small
capital projects on Walks Scheme trails across the country.
 
Focused specifically on trails that are part of the Department’s Walks Scheme, this
funding is being provided to resurface, re-route and enhance these walking trails. In
keeping with Embracing Ireland’s Outdoors, the national outdoor recreation strategy, the
investment is designed to ensure that these trails are maintained to a high standard,
benefitting local communities and alike. 
 
More: Minister Calleary announces over €485,000 to upgrade walking and hiking trails
across rural Ireland
 

Minister Jerry Buttimer launches new national campaign to highlight the role of Local
Community Development Committees (LCDCs)
Minister of State Jerry Buttimer TD has launched a new national awareness campaign to
highlight how Local Community Development Committees (LCDCs) connect public
bodies and communities across Ireland. 
 
Local Community Development Committees (LCDCs) are established in each local
authority area to help implement community development initiatives and support
community programmes.
 
Find out more about LCDCs by visiting gov.ie/LCDC
 

Minister Calleary launches €20 million fund to support Outdoor Recreation in rural
areas
Minister Dara Calleary TD has launched the 2026–2027 Outdoor Recreation
Infrastructure Scheme (ORIS) at Black Island, Lough Muckno, Co. Monaghan, with €20
million available to support outdoor recreation projects across rural Ireland
 
Applications are now open for the 2026–2027 scheme.
 
With €20 million available, the scheme will support the development and enhancement
of outdoor recreation facilities across rural Ireland, from trails and forest walks to
waterways, beaches and community amenities.
 
Now in its 10th year, ORIS has invested more than €150 million in over 2,000 projects
nationwide.
 
Find out more: https://loom.ly/L5k3DZI
 

Minister Calleary Visits Inishturk, Co Mayo
The Minister for Rural and Community Development and the Gaeltacht, Dara Calleary
TD, visited Inishturk Island in Co Mayo to see first-hand the impact of Government
investment in the island community through a range of rural, community and island
development programmes.
 
During the visit, the Minister met with local residents and community groups and viewed
a number of projects that have received Government support in recent years. He also
heard from the local community about their priorities for the sustainable future
development of the island under the Renewed Community Futures Plan.
 
More: Minister Calleary visits Inishturk, Co Mayo
 

Minister Calleary Officially Opens the Lough Lannagh Dog Park in Castlebar
Minister for Rural and Community Development and the Gaeltacht, Dara Calleary TD,
was Friday, 12 June 2026 in Castlebar to officially open the Lough Lannagh Dog Park.
 
The purpose-built facility, which was awarded €100,000 in funding under the
Community Recognition Fund (CRF) 2024, will provide a safe, enclosed space for dogs to
exercise and socialise, while offering a welcoming environment for pet owners and
families.
 
More: Minister Calleary officially opens the Lough Lannagh Dog Park in Castlebar
 

Minister Calleary announces funding of over €5.3m for Gaeltacht Initiatives
The Minister for Rural and Community Development and the Gaeltacht, Dara Calleary
TD, was in Na Forbacha in the Galway Gaeltacht on 18 June to officially launch the new
Muintearas Strategy for 2026-2029.
 
He also took the opportunity to announce significant funding for two long-standing
Departmental schemes, the Language Assistants' Scheme and the Summer Camps
Scheme.
 
More: Minister Calleary announces funding of over €5.3m for Gaeltacht Initiatives
 

Minister Calleary turns the sod on the major works to the Ballintubber Abbey Culture
and Heritage Visitor Centre
Minister for Rural and Community Development and the Gaeltacht and Minister for
Social Protection, Dara Calleary TD on Friday June 19th turned the sod on the new €7.4
million Ballintubber Abbey Culture and Heritage Visitor Centre.
 
This redevelopment, which has received over €6.4 million under his Department’s Rural
Regeneration and Development Fund, will transform the historically significant abbey’s
east wing, with conservation works to the chapter house and cloister, and will enhance
the abbey grounds. The project has also been allocated Heritage funding from the
Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage.
 
More: https://www.mayo.ie/news/Ballintubber-Abbey-Sod-Turning
 

Minister Buttimer Urges Everyone to Practice Water Safety
The Minister of State with responsibility for Community Development and Charities,
Jerry Buttimer, TD, on Tuesday, 23 June 2026, urged swimmers, bathers and other water
users to stay safe and take all necessary precautions when swimming .
 
While air temperatures are warmer, please be mindful of cold water shocks, hidden
currents, and swimming out too far.
 
Find out more at https://watersafety.ie/
 

Ministers Buttimer and Calleary announce funding of €27.8 million for the community
and voluntary sector
Minister of State with responsibility for Community Development and Charities Jerry
Buttimer, and Minister for Rural and Community Development and the Gaeltacht, Dara
Calleary, on 25th June, announced funding of €27.8 million over the coming 3 and a half
years to 92 national community and voluntary organisations.
 
The funding is under a new round of the Scheme to Support National Organisations
(SSNO) and will run until the end of 2029.
 
More: Ministers Buttimer and Calleary announce funding of €27.8 million for the
community and voluntary sector
 

Ministers Buttimer and Calleary announce €3 million in funding for targeted small-scale
capital investment for public libraries
Public libraries are more than places to borrow books. They're spaces to learn, connect
and belong.

On 26th June, Ministers Jerry Buttimer and Dara Calleary TD announced over €3 million
in funding to help make libraries across Ireland even more inclusive, accessible and
digitally connected.

The investment will support:
 Accessibility upgrades
 Sensory equipment and facilities
 ICT and broadband improvements
 Modern furniture and equipment

These improvements will help ensure our libraries continue to be welcoming community
hubs where everyone can connect, learn and thrive.

https://loom.ly/1ZmY4S8
 

Minister Jerry Buttimer and Minister Dara Calleary announce support for over 4,100
projects benefitting community organisations countrywide under the Local
Enhancement Programme 2026
Minister for Rural and Community Development and the Gaeltacht, Dara Calleary TD,
and Minister of State with responsibility for Community Development and Charities,
Jerry Buttimer TD, have announced the successful projects under the Local
Enhancement Programme (LEP) 2026.
 
The Local Enhancement Programme 2026 was launched in December 2025 and it will
provide capital funding of €7 million to support projects that are essential for many
small community groups and organisations, particularly those who serve disadvantaged
areas in rural and urban areas. A total of over 4,100 individual projects will be funded,
supporting thousands of community organisations across the country.
 
The Department of Rural and Community Development and Gaeltacht’s Local
Enhancement Programme 2026 is administered by Local Community Development
Committees, with support from the Local Authority, in each area.
 
A full list of the successful projects in each local authority is available here.
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

School Uniform Bank Collection
Collection dates announced for Westport Family and Community Resource Centre's
School Uniform Bank/Pop-up shop
 
Collections will be FOR 3 DAYS ONLY:
Monday July 6th - Wednesday 8th 10am - 4.30pm here in Westport Family & Community
Resource Centre.
 
In the meantime, they are still accepting donations!
 
All local Primary & Secondary school uniforms in good condition welcome. Crested
school jumpers particularly appreciated. No other clothes, shoes or bags please.
 
Donations can be dropped to their office on The Fairgreen or left in their porch Monday-
Friday 9.15am-5pm. They will also leave a container outside the office for anyone who
wants to donate outside office hours (please put items in a waterproof bag).
 

Wild Nephin National Park Free Summer Shuttle Bus
Wild Nephin National Park are delighted to announce that their Free Summer Shuttle
Bus is back from June 2nd for the months June, July, and August
 
Running from Tuesday to Saturday for June, July and August 9am – 7pm.
No bus Sunday and Monday.
 
They hope this service will enable you to make the most of the National Park whether
you are taking in a short stroll and coffee at the Ballycroy Visitor Centre or embarking on
the ambitious Bangor Trail!
 
Take note this is a new route this year with some stop changes.
 
^Request Stops – please signal/inform driver
*The Srahrevagh Car Park is before the Letterkeen Trailhead  (on the right) coming from
the south and after it (on the left) coming from the north.
 
**They ask all overnight campers to register here www.campingwildnephin.com and to
choose a designated campsite location.
 
More information: Summer Shuttle Bus Wild Nephin National Park – National Parks of
Ireland
 

All Ireland Semi Final
Confirmed All-Ireland Semi-Final
 
Mayo GAA senior men's team will face Louth on Saturday July 11th at 6pm in Croke
Park.
 
Everyone has a part to play so be there to support the lads in two weeks time!
 
More information, including ticketing and transportation: Mayo GAA and
https://www.facebook.com/OfficialMayoGAA
 

Employment Opportunity in North Mayo
Killala Community Council Newstart wish to recruit a centre manager. Please submit
cover letter and CV in person or by post to:
 
The Company Secretary
Killala Community Council Newstart
Killala Community Centre
Ballina Road, Killala
 
Deadline is 2pm on Tuesday 14th of July.
 
This role requires someone with experience of working in a community support role,
financial management, good computer and report writing skills.
 

The RSA's Check It Fits Comes to Mayo
The Check It Fits service is quick, easy and FREE.
 
A Team of Experts will be operating at each location from 10-5:30pm with no
appointment necessary.
 
The aim is to put parent's, grandparent's and guardian's minds at ease that their child's
car seat is safely and securely fitted in their car.
 
They will be visiting the following locations in Mayo:
 
14th July – RSA HQ Ballina
15th July – Aldi Ballinrobe
16th July – Top Oil Castlebar
 

Minister for Public Health, Wellbeing and the National Drugs Strategy announces
€400,000 funding for outdoor swimming initiatives
The Minister for Public Health, Wellbeing and the National Drugs Strategy, Jennifer
Murnane O’Connor TD, has announced €400,000 in funding under the Healthy Ireland
Outdoor Swimming Initiative. This continued investment will support the development
of safe, accessible outdoor swimming locations across the country, building on the
success of the initiative in previous years.
 
The funding will support projects in 17 local authority areas nationwide, improving
infrastructure at outdoor swimming locations including rivers, lakes, beaches and
outdoor pools. The initiative aims to make these locations more accessible, enabling
more people to enjoy the physical and mental health benefits of outdoor swimming.
 
More: Minister for Public Health, Wellbeing and the National Drugs Strategy announces
€400,000 funding for outdoor swimming initiatives
 

Irish Environmental Network - Connecting This July
This month the Irish Environmental Network are highlighting some great resources
including the launch of the Pollinator Guide for Community Gardens, and a link to all
open EU funding opportunities.
 
It's a great time of year to get involved in some outdoor action too. Check out the
community groups they're showcasing this month, and find more near you through the
PPN or browsing the IEN members websites.
 
Click here for the full newsletter: Connecting Nationwide this July
 

Office Space to Rent - Knockmore
Are you tired of commuting and looking for a quiet space to work, by yourself or with
others?
 
Then the Knockmore Rathduff Resource Centre may have the space you need.
 
Call 094 925 8016 to enquire.
 

Moy Valley Resources Meeting Space
Book the Moy Valley Resources IRD Boardroom at Greenhills Enterprise Centre for your
next work meeting, Zoom call, class, training session in #Ballina! It is a 5 minute drive
from #Ballina town centre.

It accommodates 12 people comfortably.

Full air-conditioning, room heating, screen, projectors and so on. Building is fully
accessible including lift.

Have your meeting with peace of mind, in an accessible location close to #Ballina town
centre will full free of charge car parking adjacent.

To book and pick your time slot, please visit: https://connectedhubs.ie

They will be delighted to host you.

Photo: Moy Valley Resources IRD

"This is a photo of an education and training course being delivered to staff in the Board
Room at Moy Valley Resources IRD - it is the 'Work Experience' QQI Level 5 module
delivered by tutor Aisling Kilcullen.
 

Clew Bay Garden Trail 2026
Clew Bay Garden Trail provides a wonderful opportunity for visitors and residents to
explore the unique gardens along the shores of Clew Bay.
Stunning views, inspiration and tranquility are all on offer for your adventure along this
beautiful coastline.
Tugann Rian Gáirdíní Chuan deis iontach do dhaoine cuairt a thabhairt are gháirdíní áille
ar bhruach Chuan Mó. Ta na gáirdíní uile ar oscailt ar mhaithe le carthanais.
 
 
More information and to download a brochure: Clew Bay Garden Trail
 

Rural Social Scheme Vacancies
The Rural Social Scheme (RSS) is a community-based employment scheme designed to
provide an income support to low-income farmers and fishermen/women. 
 
The scheme matches the skillset of participants with the needs of community voluntary
groups. 
 
South West Mayo Development Company manages the Rural Social Scheme in south and
west Mayo on behalf of the Department of Social Protection (DSP). 
 
Call 094 936 6692 or 086 167 8210 for more information. 
 

Leave No Trace Ireland - Open Water Swimming Checklist
As Leave No Trace Ireland wrap up the beaches chapter of their Love This Place
campaign, they’re delighted to share a new Open Water Swimming Checklist developed
by Leave No Trace Ireland and Swim Ireland!
 
Heading for a swim this weekend?
Maybe it’s your usual morning dip. Maybe you’re exploring a new beach. Maybe you’re
finally making the most of this spell of good weather.
 
Whatever brings you to the water, have you ever stopped to think about how you can
help protect the places you love to swim?
 
Over the past few weeks, Leave No Trace Ireland have explored what makes our beaches
so special – from dunes and marine wildlife to invasive species and the small actions that
help protect these incredible places.
 
More information: Leave No Trace Ireland Open Water Swimming Checklist - Mayo PPN
 

Knockmore Senior Alert Scheme
Stay Safe, Stay Connected
 
Apply for a Personal Alarm through the Senior Alert Scheme
 
The Senior Alert Scheme provides personal pendant alarms to older people, helping them
feel safe and supported in their homes. These alarms offer peace of mind by connecting
users to emergency help at the touch of a button.
 
Who is it for?
Anyone aged 65 or over, living alone or with a dependent, and wishing to feel more
secure at home.
 
What’s included?
A monitored personal alarm
Free installation
24/7 emergency response
 
How to apply:
Application forms are available at Knockmore Rathduff Recreation & Resource Centre.
 
They're happy to help with the process — just drop in or give them a call at 094 925 8016
Let’s make sure our older community members feel safe, supported, and connected.
 

Minister Calleary introduces largest ever increase to the weekly disregards to the Carer’s
Allowance means test
On Wednesday, 1st July, the Minister for Social Protection, Dara Calleary TD, has
introduced the highest income disregards and earnings limit in the history of both
Carer’s Allowance and Carer’s Benefit schemes. They will allow more families to qualify
for the first time for support
 
Under the changes:
The income disregard for a single carer will increase from €625 to €1,000.
The income disregard for a couple will increase from €1250 to €2,000.
The income limit for Carer’s Benefit will increase from €625 to €1,000.
 
The changes announced today mean that almost 2,700 carers will receive an increase in
their Carer’s Allowance payment from today. Virtually all of those in receipt of Carer’s
are now being paid the maximum rate of payment.
 
More: Minister Calleary introduces largest ever increase to the weekly disregards to the
Carer’s Allowance means test
 

Draft National Planning Statement to Transform Approach to Rural Housing
The Government has approved a new policy direction for rural housing, enabling the
draft Sustainable Rural and Gaeltacht Housing National Planning Statement (NPS) to
proceed to environmental assessment ahead of final approval.
 
Expected by end‑2026, the NPS will be the most significant update to rural housing
policy since 2005. It aims to introduce a clearer, more consistent national approach to
assessing and delivering housing in rural areas, replace prescriptive local rules with a fair,
evidence‑based system and address inconsistencies in planning outcomes across
counties.
 
More information https://bit.ly/4v4sM40
 
Minister James Browne TD announces new National Guidelines for Rural and Gaeltacht
housing with Minister Dara Calleary Minister of State John Cummins TD and Minister of
State "Boxer" Moran and the Sweeney Family at their family home in Ardee Co. Louth
 

Support Kilmovee Pool
Re-turn Scheme
 
Please help support Kilmovee Swimming Pool this year by donating your return drink
containers to the Orange Re-turn bin outside the pool.
 
The bin will be outside Kilmovee Swimming Pool daily from 3-8pm.
 
Why not drop your return logo drinks containers and then stay for a swim?
 
They thank you for your continued support to Kilmovee Swimming Pool.
 

Craoibhín Ballina Community Project
Craoibhín Ballina is delighted to launch a community project to knit and crochet **fidget
blankets** for people living with dementia.
 
These handmade blankets provide comfort, sensory stimulation, and reassurance for
individuals with dementia. Once completed, the blankets will be donated to local
dementia units in the Ballina area, where we hope they will bring comfort and brighten
someone's day.
 
Craoibhín Ballina warmly invite knitters, crocheters, and anyone who would like to get
involved to join them in this meaningful project. Whether you can make a full blanket,
knit or crochet a few squares, or donate yarn and materials, every contribution will make
a difference.
 
Together, we can create something special for members of our community who need it
most.
 
For more info call the Centre on 0872785365.
 

Explore Mayo from the Water
With summer in full swing, many of us are looking for ways to get out on the water and
stay cool. We’re so fortunate to have so many amazing on-the-water experiences in
Mayo!
 
Check out this great list from Fáilte Ireland highlighting many of the activities and for
further information visit https://mayofromthewater.failteireland.ie/
 

Mayo Volunteer Centre is coming to a library near you!
Over the coming weeks and months, the Mayo Volunteer Centre team will be visiting
libraries across the county.
 
Whether you're curious about volunteering, looking for a new opportunity, or
representing a community group that needs volunteers, they'd love to meet you.
 
Drop in for a friendly chat and discover:
Local volunteer opportunities
The benefits of volunteering
How to get started
How Mayo Volunteer Centre can support volunteers and community organisations
 
No appointment needed - just call in and say hello!
 
Keep an eye on Mayo Volunteer Centre's social media channels for the dates and times
they'll be visiting each library.  https://www.facebook.com/mayovolunteercentre
 
They look forward to meeting you!
 

Pollinator Guide for Community Gardens Launched
On Saturday 20th June, Community Gardens Ireland launched their pollinator guide for
community gardens with the National Biodiversity Data Centre in Greystones & Kilcoole
Community Garden in Wicklow.
 
Details of the guide and launch are here: New booklet: Community gardens for
pollinators » All-Ireland Pollinator Plan
 
This is a project that started 3 years ago at a Community Gardens Ireland gathering, when
a discussion was held about pesticide use at community gardens and allotments.
Following this, contact was made with the excellent team at National Biodiversity Data
Centre who quickly came on board.
 
This guide highlights best practice for community gardens in order to make them
pollinator friendly, along with advice for providing space for wildlife, including ponds,
bird and bat boxes, and eliminating pesticide use.
 
It is the hope of Community Gardens Ireland hope that this will inspire more pollinator-
friendly community gardens throughout the island of Ireland.
 
Some additional details are here: https://cgireland.org/launch-of-pollinator-guide-for-
community-gardens/ 
 

Shopping Bus Service Returns to Craoibhín Ballina!
After 9 months without a shopping bus service on Fridays, Craoibhín Ballina is delighted
to announce that their shopping bus is back in operation for the Ballina area and
surrounding communities.
 
There were plenty of happy faces the morning of Friday June 19th as their driver, John,
picked up shoppers and brought them into town to do their weekly shopping. The return
of this service will help many older people and those with limited transport options to
remain independent, connected, and active in their community.
 
If you would like to avail of this service, or if you know someone who would benefit from
it, please contact Craoibhín Ballina on 087 278 5365 for more information.
 
They look forward to welcoming both new and returning shoppers on board every
Friday!
 

Summer Beach Safety on Achill
With summer here, Achill Tourism are looking forward to welcoming everyone to
Achill's beautiful beaches.
 
Lifeguards will be available daily ON ALL BEACHES from 1st July to 31st August:
12.00pm – 6.30pm
 
Also on the first two weekends in September.
 
Whether you're swimming, surfing, paddleboarding or simply enjoying the coastline,
please remember:
 
Swim between the red and yellow flags where lifeguards are on duty.
Check sea conditions before entering the water.
Never leave children unattended near the water.
 
Let's all enjoy Achill's spectacular beaches safely this summer.
 

TFI Local Link Mayo 𝗥𝗼𝘂𝘁𝗲 𝟰𝟱𝟰 𝗧𝗶𝗺𝗲𝘁𝗮𝗯𝗹𝗲 𝗨𝗽𝗱𝗮𝘁𝗲 – 𝗘𝗳𝗳𝗲𝗰𝘁𝗶𝘃𝗲 𝗠𝗼𝗻𝗱𝗮𝘆, 𝟮𝟵 𝗝𝘂𝗻𝗲
Please be advised that a timetable change will be introduced on the 𝗧𝗙𝗜 𝗟𝗼𝗰𝗮𝗹 𝗟𝗶𝗻𝗸 𝗥𝗼𝘂𝘁𝗲
𝟰𝟱𝟰 from 𝟮𝟵 𝗝𝘂𝗻𝗲.
 
The current 𝟬𝟵:𝟬𝟬 𝗱𝗲𝗽𝗮𝗿𝘁𝘂𝗿𝗲 𝗳𝗿𝗼𝗺 𝗖𝗮𝘀𝘁𝗹𝗲𝗯𝗮𝗿 𝘁𝗼 𝗕𝗮𝗹𝗹𝗶𝗻𝗮 will now depart at 𝟬𝟵:𝟯𝟬.
The current 𝟭𝟴:𝟬𝟬 𝗱𝗲𝗽𝗮𝗿𝘁𝘂𝗿𝗲 will now leave at 𝟭𝟴:𝟭𝟬.
 
There are 𝗻𝗼 𝗰𝗵𝗮𝗻𝗴𝗲𝘀 𝘁𝗼 𝘁𝗵𝗲 𝗿𝗼𝘂𝘁𝗲, 𝗯𝘂𝘀 𝘀𝘁𝗼𝗽𝘀, 𝗼𝗿 𝗮𝗻𝘆 𝗼𝘁𝗵𝗲𝗿 𝘀𝗲𝗿𝘃𝗶𝗰𝗲𝘀 on Route 454.
 
They kindly ask passengers to take note of these revised departure times when planning
their journeys.
 
Thank you for travelling with 𝗧𝗙𝗜 𝗟𝗼𝗰𝗮𝗹 𝗟𝗶𝗻𝗸 𝗠𝗮𝘆𝗼.
 
More: Home - TFI Local Link Mayo
 

Volunteer with Sanctuary Runners Castlebar
Looking for a way to make a real difference in your community?
 
Sanctuary Runners are looking for new volunteers to help grow their welcoming group in
Castlebar.
 
Walk, jog or run alongside people from all backgrounds, including those seeking asylum
and refugees.
 
At Sanctuary Runners, it's not about finishing first—it's about building friendships,
creating connections, and making everyone feel welcome.
 
As a volunteer, you'll:
Meet regularly with your local group
Walk, jog or run at your own pace
Help create an inclusive and welcoming community
Join events across Ireland as part of the famous Blue Wave
Be part of something positive and meaningful
 
No running experience is needed—walkers, joggers and runners of all abilities are
welcome!
 
If you'd like to help build a more connected and inclusive Castlebar, they'd love to hear
from you.
 
Register your interest today and join the Blue Wave!
Register at: Volunteer Opportunity – National Volunteer Database or contact Mayo
Volunteer Centre on 096 71444 or email: community@volunteermayo.ie
 

West Be Well - Numbers if You Need Them
Are you, or is someone you know struggling with mental health difficulties this week?
 
Please do not be alone. If you are worried about yourself or someone you know, it is
important to get help as soon as possible. Everyone needs help from time to time. In fact,
asking for help is a sign of personal strength.
 
Find a list of resources and contact numbers for agencies that can help via the link below:
Get to know your local mental health services and supports – West Be Well
 

Westport Meals on Wheels
If you know of anyone who would like to avail of Westport Meals on Wheels' service
please let them know.
 
Phone 098 24879 any time between 9.30 and 1 pm and they will explain how their
service works.
 

Group Visits Info 2026 | National Museum of Ireland – Turlough Park
Did you know that the  National Museum of Ireland in Turlough Park, Castlebar, Co.
Mayo. offers free, self-guided group visits?
 
This is a great option for clubs, organisations and societies planning excursions and day
trips this summer and beyond.
 
General admission to the Museum, gardens and grounds is completely free of charge –
and you can now book your visit using our convenient online booking system.
 
Some visitor experience highlights include:
Award-winning exhibition galleries exploring traditional lifestyles, customs and crafts
Café in the Courtyard with group dining options
Easy access from N5 Dublin to Westport route
Historic Victorian Gothic house
Formal gardens, lakeside walks, Greenway cycling route and outdoor art
 
Suggested itinerary: Group Visits at Turlough Park
 

PUBLIC CONSULTATIONS/SURVEYS

Public Consultation on Updated National Standards for Residential Services for Disabled
People
The Health Information and Quality Authority (HIQA) has launched a six-week public
consultation on its updated National Standards for Residential Services for Disabled
People.
 
The National Standards for Residential Services for Children and Adults with Disabilities
were first published in 2013, following approval by the Minister. The aim of the updated
standards is to reflect changes in policy and to drive further improvements in the
provision of residential services for disabled people, so that people living in or using
residential services have the best outcomes possible.
 
In addition to the detailed evidence review published by HIQA to inform these standards,
the standards are also informed by engagement and consultation with people living in or
using residential services for disabled people, staff working in these residential services,
Disabled Persons’ Organisations, advocates, researchers and policymakers.
 
To support participation, HIQA has developed accessible information videos, including a
Lámh interpreted video and an Irish Sign Language interpreted video, available below.
The consultation period will close at 5pm on Friday 17 July 2026.
 
Complete the Consultation Form Here
 
More information: Public consultation on the updated National Standards for
Residential Services for Disabled People | HIQA
 

Have Your Say on Childminding
Minister for Children, Disability and Equality, Norma Foley - TD, has launched “Let’s Talk
Childminding”, a public consultation on Ireland’s new childminding regulations.

The consultation will help review regulations introduced in September 2024, which
allow childminders to register with Tusla and join the National Childcare Scheme, giving
families access to financial supports.

A transition period is in place until September 2027, after which registration will become
mandatory.
 
The call for submissions is open from 19 June to 20 July 2026.

Read the full press release here:
Minister Foley launches Public Consultation on Review of Childminding regulations
 

Crossmolina Transport Study - Have Your Say
The aim of the Crossmolina Transport Study is to achieve a long-term vision and specific
objectives creating a sustainable, accessible and safe transport environment which will
satisfy the mobility needs of people and business of Crossmolina Town.
 
Have Your Say: -
To have your say on the progression of the Transport Study for Crossmolina please
complete the survey or alternatively submit in writing to: ‘Crossmolina Transport Study –
Early Engagement,’ Cathy Mellett, Senior Executive Engineer, Active Travel Section,
Ballinrobe Area Office, Kilmaine Road, Ballinrobe, Co. Mayo, F31 RR96
 
Please note the final date for submissions or observations is 4:30pm on Tuesday, 28th
July 2026
 
More info and link for online submissions: Crossmolina Transport Study - Early
Engagement | Mayo County Council
 

Embracing Ireland’s Outdoors National Outdoor Recreation Strategy (NORS) 2023–
2027: Mid-Term Review Survey
The Department of Rural and Community Development and the Gaeltacht is carrying out
a mid-term review of Embracing Ireland’s Outdoors, the National Outdoor Recreation
Strategy (NORS) 2023–2027.
 
The Department is seeking to gather stakeholder perspectives on:
• Progress in outdoor recreation since the launch of NORS in 2023
• The contribution of NORS to that progress
• The effectiveness of national and county-level leadership, governance and delivery
structures
• Priorities and considerations for the next phase of strategic development
 
The findings will help inform:
• The mid-term review of NORS
• Future outdoor recreation policy and investment
• The evaluation of the Outdoor Recreation Officer (ORO) pilot programme
The survey should take approximately 20 minutes to complete. Thank you for
contributing your views and experience to help shape the future development of outdoor
recreation in Ireland.
 
Link – www.surveymonkey.com
 

Research in Ireland Barometer 2026
Research Ireland are delighted to announce the launch of the Research in Ireland
Barometer 2026, a national initiative led by Research Ireland – Taighde Éireann to
understand how people across Ireland experience and relate to research in their
everyday lives.
 
Building on previous work, the 2026 Barometer introduces a more qualitative,
community‑engaged approach that captures lived experience and broadens
participation. The 2026 Barometer expands beyond national statistics to include
innovative, community‑based focus groups and deeper qualitative engagement. This
approach helps capture the lived experiences of people whose voices are not always
represented in traditional surveys.
 
Research Ireland are inviting people across Ireland to take part in the Barometer
throughout 2026. This survey is for anyone aged 16 and over, resident in Ireland, and will
be open for three months. Your experiences will help shape how research connects with
society.
 
For more information and to take part in the survey, visit: Research in Ireland Barometer
| Research Ireland
 

MEMBERSHIP OF MAYO PPN

Who Can Become a Member of Mayo PPN ?
 

Click here for further information on the benefits of joining and membership criteria.

Let's hear your groups news/activities/events! 
Mayo PPN will circulate your group's events and activities on their social media platforms. 

If your group has something of interest to the County - let us know! 
 email mayoppn@mayococo.ie or call 094 906 4345.

 
Stay in Touch with Mayo PPN

There are many ways to keep in touch and up to date. Follow Mayo PPN on Social Media for current news and updates.
Facebook: (https://www.facebook.com/MayoPPN)

Instagram: (https://www.instagram.com/mayo_ppn/)
X (Twitter): (https://twitter.com/mayoppnetwork)

 
Don't forget to tag us in your news items!

 
Please share this newsletter with the members of your community groups, as it is important that everyone is kept up to date and well

informed. 
 

Mayo PPN – Supporting You – Supporting Your Community
Kevin Cunniffe - PPN Coordinator

Sarah Rawlings  - PPN Administrator
On behalf of the  PPN Secretariat Committee 

www.mayoppn.ie
 

Click here for further information on the benefits of joining and membership criteria.

Follow Mayo PPN on :

This newsletter was sent to you  from Mayo Public Participation Network  because you subscribed to our mailing list.  Rather not receive our newsletter anymore?
Unsubscribe here. 
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